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those engaged in the dairying industry of
Western Australia would suffer severvely.
However, I shall have the opportunity to
say something more on that subject in the
near future.

I wish to conclude by drawing the Govern-
ment’s attention to the serious water short-
age in the irrigation areas of Harvey and
Waroona. There are two unfinished irriga-
tion schemes in those distriets. No irrigation
arca ean function suceessfully if it has an
uncertain water supply. In that respect
hoth these schemes are most uncertain. In
all irrigation areas there is now a tendeney
to use more water, and unless the additional
water is used pastures eannot be what theyv
ought to be. In connection with both the
Harvey and the Waroona irrigation area a
shortage of water is being felt more acutely
each vear. We did have a depntation to the
Minister for Emplovment, in the absence of
the Minister for Water Supplics, urging
that those works chould be taken in hand.
That was ahout 18 months age, but nothing
further has heen done. Certainly we shall
now have to face another summer with an
acute shortage of water. I know men who
have hought land in those irrigation areas
and paid hich prices for their holdings.
Thev are now told that they cannot get water,
though that means a heavy loss, to them.
Thus they have bought properties that thev
would not have purchased had they known
water would not he proenrable. Tt will also
have the effect of depressing land values. Y
trust the Minister will make some pronounce-
ment nf the Government’s policy regarding
the additional storage of water in those areas.
Much uneertainty exists, and, unless the
farmers ean formulate plans for areas to be
irrigated in future, those distriets will snf-
fer certain loss. I hope the Minister will.
at an early date, inform us of the poliey of
the Government on this question.

On motion by Mr. Doust, debate ad-

journed,

House adjourned at 942 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—HEALTH, UNDER
SECRETARY.

Visit abroad.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Sceretary: 1, Have any funds been made
available, or promised, to the Under Secre-
tary for Public Health, Mr. F. .J. Huelin, in
connection with his wvisit abroad? 2, If so,
what is the ameount? 3, For what purpose?

The CHIEF SECRETARY uveplied: 1,
2, and 3, No, but Mr. Huelin has been
granted five weeks special leave to cnable
him to visit in England institotions of a
kindred nature to those under the Chief
Secretary’s Department here.

QUESTION—RAILWAY FREIGHTS.
Reductions on Fertilisers.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY asked the Chief
SBeeretary: 1, During which months of the
vear is a reduction in railway freight made
on the carriage of superphosphate? 2, Does
the reduction apply to other classes of ferti-
liser? 3, Is agricultural lime included in
the concession? 4, Does the reduction ope-
rate only on the Government railway sys-
tem? 35, Arc there any portions of the
State where the reduction applies through-
out the year? 6, What is the freight per
ton on fertiliser, and what is the reduction
per ton when the reduction operates?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Of late years 1st December to 30th June iu-
clusive, 2, Yes. 3, Yes. 4, No. 5, Yos.
6, Por the average distance hanled (140
miles}, 125, 8d. per ton ordinary and d4s.
11d. per ton conecssion rate.



.LEAVE 0 ABSENCE,

On motion by Hon. J. M. Drew, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. T. Moore (Central) on the ground
of private business.

On motions by Hon. H. Sedden, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. C. B. Willlams (South) on the
ground of ill-health, and to Hon. J. Cornell
(South) on the ground of public business.

MOTION—HEALTH ACT,
To Disallow -lmendment to Regulations,

Debate resumed from the 17th August on
the following motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter
(East) :—

That the amendment to Schedule B of the
regulations made under the Health Act, 1911-
1937, as published in the ‘‘Government
Gazette’! on the 5th Aungust, 1038, and laid
on the Table of the House on the 10th Aung-
ust, 1938, be and is hereby disallowed.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [4.39]: [ oppose the
motion.  Appavently Mr. Baxter and the
parties who are pressing for the disallow-
ance of the regulations have mnot given
them more than cursory study. Indeed, it
iz doubtful whether the hon. member even
knows what would be the effect of his meo-
tion, if passed.  Members have been re-
minded of what happened in the case of
certain regulations that were disallowed in
1935 and have heard Mr. Baxter repeat
statements he made when previously moving
for the disallowanee of certain meat inspec-
tion regulations and branding regulations.
They have heen told that the amendment
will be the means of saerificing hundreds of
small producers and that the price of meat
may rise; and they have heard the same
deprecatory references to the Health De-
partment’s methods of inspection at Mid-
Tand Junection that were made by Mr. Bax-
ter three years ago. Finally Mr. Baxter re-
quested the House to reject the regulations
heecause the seme matter had been thrashed
out on two previous oceasions when some-
what similar regulations were disallowed by
the House. On this point I will quote what
be said when moving his motion on Wednes-
day last—

In view of the fact that Parliament on two

occasions definitely indicated, by rejection
of the regulations, that it disapproved of
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them, 1 ask whether it was reasonable rfor
the Government to impose fresh regulations
of a like nature, and to put them ints effect
geveral months before Parliament met. One
would have thonght that the Government,
recognising the attitude of Parliament, would
have waited until the House met and then
gazetted the regulations so that they could
be laid on the Table of the House and c¢xcep-
tion taken to them, if necessary, before
serious damage was done by their application.

To say that the Government was endeav-
ouring to do something of which it knew
Parliament would disapprove is a strong
charge to make. I wonder if Mr. Baxter
really believed what he said. Tt almost ap-
pears that in his enthusiasm to take up the
eudgels on behalf of the small producers he
forgot to aseertain the purport of the regu-
lation he seeks to have disallowed. He cer-
tainly did not explain how he connected his
statements with the motion,  This amend-
ment is in no way related to the regulations
that were disallowed in 1935. The first of
these—Regulation No. 4, laid on the Tahle
of the House on the 13th November—ap-
pointed the places at which all unmarked or
unbranded meat, offered for sale in the met-
ropolitan health districts, should be exhibi-
ted for inspection. It may be recalled that
objection was taken to this regulation on
the ground that it excluded the Perth and
Fremantle meat inspection depots. Regula-
tion No. 4, laid on the Table of the House
on the 17th December, and also disallowed,
provided inter alia for the retention of those
depots, but in respect of carcases or calves
of a weight only of 125 Ibs. or under. The
present amendment makes no reference to
Regulation No. 4, but is bound up with
Regulation No. 3, which provides—

No peraon shall sell, offer, or expose for

sale, or have in his possession for sale within
any of the health districts speeified in
Schedule & hereto, any carcase or portion of
a ecarcase which does not bear a mark or
brand indieating that it has been passed as
wholesome in accordance with the preceding
regulation.
Members will note that Schedule B relates
to health distriets and not to places ap-
pointed for inspeection, as did the regula-
tions that were disallowed. On the 17th
June last the metropolitan abattoirs area
was extended by proclamation to include the
following—

All portions of the State comprised within
the cireumference of a cirele having a radivs
of 25 miles from the G.P.O. at Perth as the
centre, and alse all those portions of the
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mtate outside the said circumference whiel are
comprised within the boundaries of every
road district as constituted for the tiwme
being, through which the said cirenmference
of the said eircle passes,

Hen. J. M. MaeFarlane: What was the
original radius.

The (HIEF SECRETARY: About 12
niles.

Hon. @ B. Wood: That might mean 50
miles in the case of a road board area.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member, too, appears to have been under a
misapprehension.  This misapprehension
could hardly have arisen if proper con-
sideration had been given to the regulation
and to the cffect it would have. As a nat-
ural eorollary the Health Department
amended Sehedule B, so that its meat brand-
ing regulations would apply within the pro-
claimed area, This amendment appeared in
the “Government Gazette” of the 15th July.
Subsequently, however, it was learned from
the Department of Agriculture that per-
mits would probably be issued for the
slanghter of meat for local eonsumption in
some distriets outside the 25-mile limit. The
Heaith Department, iherefore, decided to
re-amend the schedule in such a way
as not to include areas outside the
25.-mile limit, whether In a road dis-
trict intersceted by the eirecumference
of the c¢irele or not.  Conseruently a
further amendment was gazetted on the 5th
August confirming the operation of the regu-
lations in the areas comprised within the
cirele. This ig the amendment the hon.
member desires to have disallowed. By this
amendment we are taking awav all those
areas  which were situated outside the
25-mile circle. If this latest amendment of
the 5th Angust is disallowed, it means that
the rvegulations will be made applicable out-
side the 25-mile limit, instead of being cir-
cumscribed within that limit. I do not know
whether this statement will have any effect
upon the desire of the hon. memher to have
the regulation disallowed. This is a posi-
tion he evidently had not visualised when he
moved hiz motion, Tt seems obvious, there-
fore, that Mr. Baxter, and perhaps some
other memhers, have confused the regula-
tion with the proclamation extending the
abattoirs area. The position to-day is as
follows:—

(a) All meat exposed for sale within a 23-

mile radinvg of the G.P.O., Perth, must be
certified fit for human consumption.
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I do not think any member will object to
that.

(b) Slaughtering is prohibited in the area,
cxcept at the State abattoirs or at slaughter-
houses where pigs are slaughtered under per-
mit and inspected at the time of slaughter.

(¢) Carcases of animals slaughtered out-
side the abattoirs area, but intended for sale
therein, ean still be inspected and braunded
at the meat markets or the abattoirs.

This being the ease, it is strange that the
hon. member should have stated that the
amendment will result in sacrificing hundreds
of small producers who ecustomarily send
carcases to the meat markets. Then again.
AMr. Baxter has possibly overlooked the
Eact that this regulation will be of consider-
able benclit to producers within the abat-
toirs arca. First, I would point out that
whatever is done regarding the regulation,
the proclamation exfending the abattoirs
area will remain in force. Producers in dis-
tricts such as Armadale, Kalamunda, Mun-
daring, Darlington and Bullshrock will still
he oblizged to slaughter at the abattoirs,

No such obligation, however, would apply
to growers outside the 25-mile radivs, and
while predueers in those distriets are at
present unable to sell their meat in the
abattoirs area exeept at the meat markets,
in the event of the lifting of the regulations,
they would be free to dispose of it in any
manner they pleased in the very distriets
wheve local growers are subject to the Abat-
toirs Act. That is very important froin the
point of view of the produeers in those arcas.
If Myr. Baxter had his way, we would have
the strange spectacle of the public in the
ahattoirs area purchasing and eating meat
whieh had not been inspected and which,
in some cases, would undoubtedly be dis-
eased, particnlarly when supplies were
drawn from dairying districts where cattle
are more frequently infected than in pas-
toral or heef producing areas.

I neced scarcely add that illicit slaughter-
ing within a prohibited arca would also be
enconraged. Surely the hon, member will
coneede that abattoirs are cssential in a
capital ecity, and that meat treated there
must pecessarily be in a better condition
than meat killed in the bush or in an im-
provised slanghter-honse. I do not contend
that ail meat slanghtered in the bush or in
an improvised slaughter-house is diseased,
but I do say that some of it probably is,
and T am advised that it is necessary to have
a proper inspection of those carcases. Per-
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baps he will also admit that, if abattoirs
are neccessary, the butchers slaughtering
there and paying the preseribed fees ave
entitled to some little protection against the
type of competition I have mentioned. It
is regrettable that members cannof gain a
fuller knowledge of the subjeet by person-
ally visiting the abattoirs and observing the
conditions of slaughter, which have been
partly the reason for the abattoirs area ex-
tension and these branding regulations.
Enlightening, too, would have been a visit
to the abattoirs to see the system of meat
inspection and the conditioning of meat
careases.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You have power
under the Aet to proclaim an extension.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so.
I should like to vefer to certain remarks
made by Mr. Baxter when argming that
metropolitan inspection was just as rigid as
that at the abattoirs.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You eannot have the
same inspection there.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member said that we do have it.  Although
his statements are relevant only insofar as
they apply to the abattoirs extension pro-
elamation, T feel that his rveferences to the
inspection methods of the Health Depart-
ment eall for reply. Mr. Baxter stated—

We are told that the main issue at stake is
the jhealth of the people.

In this, the hon. member is ¢orrveet. The
main issue is to prevent diseased meat be-
ing placed on the market by having it in-
speeted at the place of slanghter with the
organs available to enable the inspeector to
determine the extent of the disease in the
carcase, This is being carried out in the
interests of public health, The extent of
the proteetion afforded can be judged from
the condemmnations for discased conditions
in animals slanghtered at the Metropolitan
Abattoirs during the year ended the 3lst
December, 1937. The total econdemnations
were—1,424 carcases, 1,301 part carcases,
and 60,572 organs. I have details of the
items making np those totals, but I do nef
propose to read them. The eondemnations
at the West Perth Meat Market for the six
months ended the 30th June, 1938, were—
271 carecases, of which 162 were condemned
for putrefaction, 17 part carcases, and 101
organs. of which 42 were condemned for
putrefaction.

[COUNCIL.]

We may reasonably assume that a simi-
lar elass of stock is slaughtered and placed
on the market where meat imspeetion is
not operative. The Department of Agri-
culture has definite proof of dealers sub-
mitting parts of diseased careases for in-
spection at the meat markets, The other
dispased half has been sold to butchers
where the branding regulations de not
apply. That is a rather serious state of
affairs, While the inspector at the market
was not deceived, the eonsumer who bought
the unbraunded meat from the buteher where
the regulations were inoperative, was not to
know that he had purchased diseased meat.
Therefore we are secking to exercize all
possible eare. The department iz perfeetly
genuine in its desire, by means of procla-
mation and regulations, to ensure that the
publie, so far as is humanly possible, shali
be safeguarded. The hon. member also
made the statement that some of the meat
from Midland Junetion was not fit for dogs.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That was not my
statement. T merely repeated a statement
by the Minister for Agriculture published
in the ‘“West Australian.”’

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I aceept the
explanation, but that was my reading of
the hon. member’s remarks. Tf that was
their purport, I suggest that those remarks
were purely hypothetical. All meat slaught-
ered at the abattoirs is inspected and
branded.

Hon., G. B. Wood: The insides of sheep
are not inspected at the abattoirs.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T shall deal
with that matter in a moment. Any earcase
branded is guaranieed to be free from patho-
logical conditions that may be harmful to
the consumer. Mr, Baxter’s experience is
that metropolitan inspeetion iz just as rigid
as that at the abattoirs. Insofar as the
conditions will permit inspection to be car-
ried out, the hon. member is probably cor-
rect. The faet remains, however, that mar-
ket inspection of dressed carenses is not,
and never can he as efficient as inspection
at the place of slaughter where the offal
—hoth edible and inedible—is available for
examination. Anvone having a knowledge
of the subject, T think, will agree with that
statement.

The Heaith Department is definitely con-
vineed that the only efficiont method of in-
spection is at the place of slaughter, where
the inspector is on the killing floor at the
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time of evisceration and the organs are
available. These are a guide to the inspector
in determining the ramifications of disease
in the carcase. To ensure that inspeetion s
carried out as it should be, the department’s
instruetions to meat inzpectors are fairly
comprehensive and rigid. The chief inspec-
tor makes frequent visits to the abattoirs to
supervise the work of meat inspeetion, and
has expressed his confidence that the inspec-
tors carry out their dufies without fear or
favour. On that point I have a lengthy re-
port from the chicf inspector. Members are
at liberty to peruse it if they so desire. T
am advised that, although an unqualified
person might consider that an inspector’s
work is not thorough, it is in faet so, pro-
vided the departmental instructions ave car-
ried out, and T have no rcason to believe
they are not. The inspector, becnunse of his
technical training and intimate knowledge
of anafomieal conditions, is able by macro-
scopic esamination and palpation of the
organs, at once to detect any abnormal or
pathological condition that ealls for further
minute investigation. The statement that
the inspector metely looks at the fat avound
the viscera in heef animals and lets it go
is therefore wide of the mark.

The statement that there is praetically no
examination of sheep at all is absurd. Every
carcase is inspected and palpated for any
unusual condition, which, when apparent, is
promptly further investigated as the inspee-
tor’s trained mind dictates, and sueh aetion
is taken as is deemed expedient. I can quite
understand that very frequently, as a result
of long experience, an inspector would be
able to tell almost at a glanee whether there
was any necessity for a further inspection.
In regard to pigs, simtlar action is taken as
with beef. The organs are inspected macro-
scopieally and hy palpation and, as in the
ease of beef, the lvmphatic glands of the
carcase arc also inspected and incised. An
untrained person might consider the inspee-
tion not rigid enongh beeanse the organs are
not disseeted with a knife, but an inspector
knows when this is necessary or unnecessary.

The Commissioner of Public Health states
that it is impossible for an inspecfor examin-
ing dressed carcases in a market, with no
offal avallable, to say definitely that the ear-
ease is in all instances free from disease.
That is an opinion which very few people,
T imagine. would be prepared to combat. I
do not profess to be an expert on disease in
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animals, but I am prepared to aceept the
opinion of the Principal Medical Officer and
those associated with the Medical Depart-
ment and the Department of Agriculture.
The Commissioner of Public Health in-
stanecs pigs. He says that if on inspeetion
at the abattoirs, tubercnlar lesions are found
in any of the organs, although macroscopi-
cally the disease may not be apparent in the
carcase, it is condemned, but it is almost cer-
tain that if parts of the carcase were ex-
amined mieroscopicaily the infection would
be located. This indicates the disadvantage
of an inspector’s being called upon o give
a decision on dressed eareascs in the market
with no offal available, and, I submit, refutes
Mr. Baxter’s contention that “the Midland
Junetion examination is no hetter than the
examination in the Metropolitan Markets.”

As to the pros and cons of the proela-
mztion extending the abattoirs area, these
surcly are not strictly relevant to the debate
on the motion hefore the House. However,
sinee the hon, member has mentioned that
the extension will result in losses to pro-
ducers, it might be well to deal with that
aspect. Abattoirs vevenue will benefit by
the extension, as Mr. Baxter claims. On the
other hand, if the aren had not heen en-
larged, revenue would have decreased owing
to the numhber of dealers operating as
hutchers within easy distanee of the markets.
Does the hon. member maintain  that
butehers operating at the abattoirs are not
deserving of some consideration?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I am not concerned
about them. The producers are the people
I am seeking to protect.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Meat mar-
ket interests are the main objectors to the
extension of the abattoirs avea. They are
the people that have been agitating in this
matter for a long time. The extension was
not brought about with any desire to dam-
age meat market interests. In faet, sinece
it has bheen in foree, there has heen little,
if any, falling off in the number of carcases
offered for sale at the markets.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The health of the
public should come first,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is the
reason for the regulations. The supply is
heing forwarded from the ahattoirs and will
continue to increase. Butchers buying car-
cases at the meat market will give up to
1d. per Ib. more for meat slaughtered at the
abattoirs, because it is chilled and in better
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condition.  Producers ean slaughter their
stock in the abattoirs and have the same
rights as any butcher operating theve. I
would emphasise that gennine producers in
the outer abattoirs area, who ecannot con-
veniently market their odd cow or a few
pigs, will be permiited to slaughter them
on the property, to be forwarded to the
meat market for inspection previous to sale.

Because the Department of Agriculture
has been prepared to give permits for that
purpose, the regulation to which the hon.
member objects has been framed with the
object of taking away from the area pre-
viously covered by the regnlations certain
localities outside the 25-mile radius, in the
interests of the small producers. Yet the
hon, member desires to have this regulation
disallowed because, otherwise, he says, hun-
dreds of small producers will be seriously
affeeted. Under the eonditions of the per-
mit, pork carcases must be forwarded to
the markets with the head, liver, and lungs
attached. In the case of beef, carcases must
include the tongue in addition to the organs
mentioned.

To date permits have been issued to 20
Pproducers covering 30 pigs, 3 cows, and 2
bulls. Calves up to 150 lbs. weight ean be
slanghtered ‘without a permit within the
abattoirs area. The department is assisting
the preducers by controlling the slaughter
of stoek within a reasonable area. Several
producers now realise that the extension
will prevent stock losses since the depart-
ment will have a eheck on carcases being
forwarded to the markets. Even the meat
market interests that at present are respons-
ible for most of the agitation will even-
'tually- realise that they will benefit by the
extension of the abattoirs aren and the
branding regulations.

It will therefore be seen that the motion,
if agreed to, would not have the effect
Mr. Baxter snggests. An exaetly op-
posite cffect womld ensue, and, in view
of the information which has been sup-
plied to me, and which I have endea-
voured to give to the House in a com-
paratively brief form compared with the
time T could have occupied in presenting the
facts, T feel that members will agree with
the department that it is doing only the
vight thing and that the regulation should
stand. In any event, if this regulation be
disallowed. the abatteirs proclamation will
still stand, as the hon. member admits, and
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the position will be worse from the point of
view of the producers whom, the hon. mem-
ber states, he desires to assist.

I do not propose to say any more on the
subject, cxcept to remark that the whole
aim of the departments concerned is firstly
to protect the public from a health point
of view:; secondly, fo ensure that those
people using the abattoirs are given the
protection from unfair competition to whieh
they are entitled; and, thirdly, to make sure
that the meat markets shall not be in a posi-
tion to unload on fo the people, either wit-
tingly or unwittingly, meat the sale of
which would not ordinavily be permitted if
the regulations applying at the Midland
Junetion abattoirs had to be complied with,
I therefore hope that, notwithstanding the
statements made by the hon. member, the
House will not be prepared to disallow the
regulation.

On motion by Hon. G. B. Wood, debate
adjourned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.

liebate resumed from the previons day.

HON. J. A, DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban) {3.10]: May I, Sir, add my con-
gratulations to those already oifered you
on your re-election to the position «f
President of the Council. I hope your
oseupaney of the Chair will be a long
and a very happy one. I want also to
thank those members who have made suel
kindly references to my entry into Parlia-
ment, I thank them not only for their
references in this Chamber but alse for
their penerally helpful attitude within the
precincts of the House but outside the
Chamber., I may mention that T was rlea-
santly surprised to find smeh a spirit of
comvadeship thronghout the House, in
spite of };olitieal differences of opinton. As
a Junior member, I think I ean safely say
that my outlook is at least untrammelled
by a too close-up view of polities.

I feel it would be a mistake on my part
to view the Lient.-Governor’s Speech
merely as a statistical record, and let it go
at that, because a c¢lose examination of
the statisties appearing in the Speceh has
proved very inferesting and illuminating to
me. Such statistics should be a measure of
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the State’s progress, and the yardstick by
which one shonld measure the suecess or
failure of the Government’s policy. I re-
cognise that some Governments are assisted
by a set of fortuitous eireumstances, and
this Government has enjoyed better econo-
mic conditions during the past three vears
than prevailed in former years. This has
resulted in the collection of £4,372476 in
land, ibncome and emergency taxation,
against a total of £1,310,158 in the three
years previous to Labour taking over the
Treasury benches. In other words, this
Government has benefited from those three
sources alone to the extent of more than
£3,000,000. I suggest that there is not suffi-
cient evidence of general improvement to
indicate that the Government has {aken
full advantage of the hetter conditions be-
queathed to it by forces over which it had
no control. That hrings me back to the
Speech, from which we find that the State
has virtually regained finaneial equilibrivm.
But it has done that on an added inceme
of £3,000,000, which does not suggest to
me any very marked achievement.

We learn from the Speech that the
number of men dependent upon the Gov-
ernment for relief work or sustenance has
been fairly steady at a figure of 6,500
during the past year. Surely there is
something disturbing in this admission by
the Government that it has failed in its
attempt to solve the wnemployed problem;
for we must aecept the statement that
TWestern Awnsiralia has a permanent army
of 6,500 unemployed as disclosing failure
on the part of the Government to deal with
the unemplovment problem adequnately. If
I may again ruote the fizures, business es-
tablishments have increased their employ-
ment from 14810 in the year 1932-33 to
22,712 in the vear 1937-38, an increase of
approximately 8,000, so that the Govern-
ment has been relieved of the necessity to
find sustenanece or work for 8,000 men.
Now, the bnilding trade, which is looked
upon as a fair barometer of business con-
ditions, has also bheen responsible for ab-
sorbing a large number of men over and
ahove the S.000 to whom I have referred
as absorbed by business establishments,
The Government, in spite of these two
avennes of relief, is still obliged to admit an
armv of 6,500 unemployed. Perhaps some
Government supporters may regard the
maintenanee of such an army as essential,
for from that army can be expected a con-
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tribution of £8,000 a year under the wifni-
tous system of compulsory unionism which
the Government has forced on the indigent
whom it elaims to protect. The fast that
nothing it has done has provided work, or
any prospect of work, for these 6,500 men
is cevidence of the Government’s failure to
cope with the unemployed problem. T have
come to the conclusion that the Govern-
ment’s so-callied unemployment policy—if
it can be described by so grandiose a term
a3 a poliey—has broken down of its own
weight.

Before leaving this  highly important
question of unemployment I wish to make
just one more point. It is this. I am in-
tormed that the majority of men who go to
make up the vast army of 6,500 unemployed
are unskilled; and a closer examina-
tion of the position might reveal that
here is the starting-off point of an
extremely important inquiry. If a sur-
vey conld be made of the circumstances
under which these unskilled men were
lannched on the employment market, we
might find one of the most potent factors
creating unemployment. T have the idea that
we might find the potent factor to be that
period of time in a youth’s life just after
the completion of his primary education.
Now, primary education costs Western Ans-
fralia something like £750,000 a year, and
each year 4,000 boys and girls are launched
on the employment market. I ask hon. mem-
bers, what facilities do we provide for those
4,000 children to become skilled artisans?
The answer is, all too few. Our annual ex-
penditure on technical education is the
totally inadequate sum of £18,300. This, as
has already been pointed out by Mr. Bolton,
does not provide for the training of suffi-
cient youths to fill the technieal occupations
that are available, so that a much larger
sum could and should be spent on technieal
education. Opportunities in apprenticeship
are all too few, and much too circumseribed.
In many cases, because of the drain on the
family budget, it is necessary for these boys
and girls to seek employment immediately
they leave school, the result being that they
are hurried into jobs without much inquiry
and after very little thought. One of our
principal difficulties, I feel, is that we have
no satisfactory link between the pofeniial
emplover on the one hand and the potential
juvenile employee on the other. And T be-
lieve 1t is these boys who contribute largely
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to the unskilled unemployed. The Govern-
ment s doing very little to provide oppor-
tunities in trade for our boys. We con-
stantly hear of artisans eoming from other
States and even from overseas and obtaining
employment that should rightly belong to
our own boys. In one trade—I refer to
stone masonrv—foreigners have completely
ousted Australian boys. There is little eredit
to the Labour (lovernment in that fact.
Further on in the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech 1 notice that the Government takes
credit for giving assistance to some 600 men
at present under the prospeeting schems,
and that 7,012 men have received help from
it since its inanguration in 1933. The total
return from these operations is valued st
£203,022, That looks an imposing figure,
but upon examination it is not so imposing.
Indeed, I go so far as to say that it is ex-
tremely disappointing, beeanse an examina-
tion of the figures reveals that 7,500 men
have averaged £28 each over the period of
five years that the scheme has been in opera-
tion. Probably all hon. members know
that at least one of these prospectors struck
a very rich find, so that the actnal average
of the remainder must he well below £28
per head, and the percentape of total fail-
ures must have been extremely high. As a
means of getting men into the gold-bearing
areas, the prospecting scheme had its ap-
peal; but as a permanent eontribution to
the solution of the unemployed problem it
needs to be viewed with caution. It is high
time that the whole scheme was thoroughly
investigated and completely overhauled.
Attention was drawn hy Mr. Baxter to the
powers of the Commissioner of Native Af-
fairs nnder the regulations governing con-
trol of the natives. I particnlarly draw the
attention of hon. members to that part of
the regulations which provides that the Com-
missioner appropriate a portion of the
native’s wages and place that portion in a
trust aceonnt. A eareful scrutiny of the
regulations fails to reveal any provision for
an annual statement of that trust account,
nor do the regulations reveal any provision
for the native to possess himsclf of the
amount. standing to his eredit in the trusi
acconnt. T should like the Chief Secretary
in the conrse of his reply to advise the
House what would be the position of a na-
tive who sought to recover the amount stand-
ing to his credit in this uncontrolled trust
account. J§ may be worthy of the Govern-
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ment’s thought, in dealing with the regula-
tions, to vonsider the possibility of appoint-
ing a hoard rather than the ereation of a
dictatorship, which these regulations eu-
visage.

Reference wus also made by Mr. Baxter
to the provision for the econstruction of u
high school in Geraldton, the Premier's elee-
torate, Further, Mr. Baxter roferred to the
need for schools in less favoured centres, L
may infoim hon. members that sinee my elee-
tion to Parliament I have been asked by a
parvenis and citizens’ association attached to
vne of the schools in my provinee, to investi-
gate a request which was made on their be-
half by my predecessor for the top-dressing
of the playground with a  water-proof
material. I made investigations in the pro-
per quarters, and found that an cstimate
and plans had been prepared, and that it
had heen ascertained that the sum required
for this highly essential work was between
£200 and £300. The Treasury advised me
that it was unable to allocate this money, but
also advised me fhat it would provide ihe
modest sum of £153 with whieh to do the
cssentia] patebing. | regard that as just
toying with the job, hecause at the first
heavy rain the repair material would he
simply washed away and the playgroumnd
would br in as bad a state ns before. or
worse. I know that new facilities are needed,
but the point 1 wish now to make i< that
existing faecilities should be maintained in
a proper state of repair. | do not doubt
that a high srhool iz needed at Geraldton.
I am sure that a high sehool is wanted on
the south side of the river. That would re-
lieve the econgestion whieh, T nnderstand, is
in evidenee at the Modern Sciol, and would
also save the high eost of transportation
which parents of children on the south side
of the river have to meet. The need for
secondary schools on the south side of the
river has already been recognised by private
sceondary  school  authorities, several of
whom have built schools there; but, unfor-
tunately, education in those secondary
schools is nvailable only to the children of
parents who can afford to pay the required
fees. A high school is also needed, I am
civen te understand, at Fremantle. Pressure
has been brought to bear, I see by the Press,
for the ercetion of a high school there. Mid-
land Juonetion, too, is in need of such a
school. Bul perhaps Canning and Midland
Junction and Fremantle are not so serigusly
in need of pre-clection promises.
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A few momews ago I said Lhat existing
facilities should be maintained, and I make
no apology for repeating that statement,
sinece one of the fundamental principles of
Pusiness is that it is essential to maintain
eapital investments at their full asset value.
T shall repeat that statemenlt so that it will
be indelibly impressed upon the minds of
memhers of the Government in this Chamber
and on those of members gencrally, for I
have reason to hope that some of the latter
will occupy Cabinet positions in the near
future.

Hon. G. Fraser: Do not he ioo opti-
mistic!

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT: I repeat, it is
essential to maintain capital investments at
their full asset value. On the other hand,
I roint out that the present Government has
completely disregarded that sound business
principle. This can be realised when we
consider what Parliament House is like. We
enter from Harvesi-terrace and we find the
doors, window frames, venctian hlinds and
all the exposed woodwork shrinking and
rapidly deteriorating through want of a cont
of paint. The Nedlands school ground to
which [ referred previcusly is being specdily
washed away on to the road simply for want
of top-dressing. The Bunbory harhour, to
which Mr, Craig referred, is silting up for
want of dredging. These represent some
of the country’s capital investments, and
they are rapidly deteriorating for want of
proper maintenance. It should be borne in
mind that the adequate maintenance of the
country's investments will provide employ-
ment, and the provision of that employment
will relieve the Government from the neces-
sity to find sustenance money at a time
when it is not easy to raise funds.

Hon. W. J, Mann: For 6,500 men.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: T was particularly
interested in a statement appearing in the
Lieut.-Governor’s  Speech concerning the
Perth Hospital. In earefully chosen phrase-
ology, the announcement, inter alia, stated—

The first section of the work to provide
additional bed accommodation and facilities
for the treatment of out-patients would in-
volve approximately £443,000, and will be
initiated as earlv as possible, TPreparation
of the comprehensive plans and specifications
will oceupy seme time, after which immediate
construction will commence, and will take
approximately 2% years.
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I ask hon. members to mark those words.
The paragraph eontinued—

TUpon completion Perth will have a
splendid modern hospital, adequate to mect
the needs of the community.

That sounds very nice indeed, but what does
it all mean? The actual facis are these:
Almost a year ago it was decided by experts,
whose opinions have sinec been confirmed
by other authorities, that to meet the then
need—that is, the position a year ago—would
entail the expenditure of £765,000. The
Government has now decided to make avail-
able some of the money neecessary for part
of the vitally-needed work to be earried out,
and at the end of 2V% years from the time
the plans and specifications are completed,
Perth will be in possession of porticn only
of what was sadly needed in its entirety
four years ago. It may be true that upon
the completion of the building Perth will
have “a splendid modern hospital, adequate
to meet the needs of the community,” but
when will the building be ecompleted, and
how long does the Government intend (o
allow the present dangerous position to eon-
tinne? What we reguire from the Govern
ment is o siatement to indicate that its
gesture 1s nof, as it would appear to be, an
election promise to still the public elamour
regarding a vital and urgent need.

Hon. G. Fraser: The present Government
never does that sort of thing.

Hon. ). J. Helnes: T think it never does
anything else.

Hon, J. A. DIMMITT: I recognise the
urgent need for some immediate action on
the part of the Government to deal with the
serious situation eonfronting the wheatgrow-
ing industry, and 1 trust the Government
is fully alive to the position. I hope that
every effort will he made to eo-operate with
the Federal Government and the other State
Governments to effect some control over the
industry. Whether that control should he
by way of a home consumption price, by a
hounty or by some other means, I am not
prepared fo sugzest at this stage, but I am
just as anxious as any Country Party mem-
ber and, I believe, as most Labour members,
to secure some solution of this most urgent
national problem,

During the course of his remarks, M.
Angelo referred to the unenviable record of
thizs State regarding road fatalities. They
are an indication that something should be
done. Bnt I think Mr. Angelo was wrong
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in-attributing that lamentable state of ailairs
{o speeding. His remarks were likely to
convey a wrong impression. Admittedly, if
all motorists travelled at 20 miles per hour,
fatalities and aceidents would be fewer. but
there are hundreds of miles of roads in Aus-
tralia where cars can be driven with abso-
lnte safety at three times that speed by even
the more medioere type of driver. Although
I agree with AMr. Angelo’s opinion that
magistrates deal tfoo lightly with the
drunken and reekless drivers by the pen-
alties they impose, I am just as surely con-
vinced that some magistrates impose pen-
alties ail teo high for trivial breaches of
parking regulations.
Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. A, DIADMITT : T believe that our
large army of traflic police who are almost
wasting thelr time in dealing with trivial
parking offences could be mueh better em-
ployed in attending to more serious traffie
hreaches. T surgest that the head of the
Traffie Department could, with advantage,
be sent to the larger capital cities of Aus-
tralia to investigate the method of handling
the traffic in those centres, Their problems
are the same as ours, but on a much larger
seale. I have pleasure in supporting the
motion.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [5.39]:
I al=o desire to associate myself with ether
members in exfending eongratulations to
vou, Sir, on your election to the presidential
Chair. For once at least I agree with the
remarks of Mr. Holmes that members gene-
rally should be given an apportunity to fill
positions such as the one you occcupy, and
that held by the Chairman of Committees.
I go further and say that members generally
should have an opportunity to sit on the ses-
sional committees. From year to vear the
same members are nominated by the Teader
of the House and no objeetion is taken to
the sclection. That is done not by one Gov-
ernment alone, but by all Governments. We
are quite salisfied that the members so no-
minated do their hest and carry out the work
required of them very well. It would be
hetter if we reeognised that in all these posi-
tions a memher having served a term of
office should stand down and allow another
member o he eleeted to the position whether
it be as President, Chairman of Committees,
or a seat on one or other of the sessional
committees. It is a pity that principle was
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not adopted long ago. 1 extend my con-
gratulations fo those members who have
been returned unopposed. Notwithstanding
what was said on one oecasion te the effect
that it was just as well to have an election,
we all envy those who are returned without
the necessity to shoulder the expense of fight-
ing for their seats. I also join in welcoming
the new members. We have just listened to
a speech by one of them, Mr. Dimmitt, with
very great pleasure. T envy him. He gave
us an extremely fine address, and we shall
look forward to hearing him again.

Hon, W. J. Mann: And so did Mr. W. R.
Hall.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I did not hear Mz,
Hall; that is a pleasure to ecome. With decp
regret I refer to the death of JMr. Elliott
whose sincerity of purpose appealed to
mentbers; we miss him greatly. T am sorry
to hear of the illness of Mr. Williams and
hope that he will soon be with us again.
Although it may come as a shoek to mem-
bers, I intend to be as brief as possible in
my remarks. 1 heard Mr. Wood say that
at one time he considered the Address-in-
reply debate a waste of time, bat that he
now recognised it afforded members an op-
portunity to “let off steam.” After having
been a member of this House for about ten
vears, I am sorry to say that more than ever
do I consider it futile. I do not wish to
hurt anyone’s feelings, nor do I wish to be
disrespeetful  in making that statement.
Perhaps it is not the right attitude to adopt
towards the debale, and I eertainly do not
expect every member to see eye to eye with
me. Nevertheless, that is how I view if.

Irrespective of the drift of our form of
government and with all ils defeets, T cer-
tainly prefer it to a dictatorship such as we
read about, and so we must content our-
zelves with what we have. Nevertheless, T
feel that we eannot achieve anything, even
though we do express our opinions. Mem-
hers have a duty to their constifuents and
they ean perform it free from heat, as Mr.
Hohnes once reminded me when he remon-
strated with me about some remarks T had
made. We are expected to speak as fairly
as we ean in presenting our views. If no
notice is taken of us, we at least have the
satisfaction of knowing that we endea-
voured to point the way. Not only is no
notice apparenfly taken of the statementis
of members who do not see cye to eye with
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‘those entrusted with the government of the
country, but the same applies at times to
opinions expressed by the supporters of the
Government. 1 shall refer to a suggestion
made by a member of this House who
always votes in support of the present Gov-
ernment. It related to a matter of vital im-
portance; yet no action resnlted, so that
tends to smooth over matters for mem-
bers generally. One gould understand the
Government’s not accepting the advice of
members opposed to it politically, but it is
diffienlt fo understand its failure to intro-
duce legislation advocated by members of
its own political party respecting matfers of
vital importance to the community at laree.

Hon. A. Thomson: Notice shounld be takea
of that.

Hon. F. H. H. HALL: Necdless to say,
T agree with the hon. member. The fact
remains that a number of memhers have
been here for many years—for instance, Mr.
Holmes, who has been connected with many
enterprises. If I asked him what he would
do, he would probably reply that he was
always pointing the way, bat thal members
of the Government did not seem to take
much notice. Among the many matters that
are claiming our attention, I find it diffi-
cult to place a particular one first. There
are many needs that require eonsideration.
but it is my intention to place first on my
list that which T consider to be the most im-
portant; T refer to the employment of our
youth. We have before us a voluminous re-
port issned by the Royal Commissioner who
was appointed to investigate the quesiion
last vear. 1 wonder how many members
have perused that report. If was on the 5th
April, 1937, that the Royal Commissioner
received His Excellency’s Commission to in-
quire info and report upon this important
matfer, and I intend to ask members to bear
with me while T make a few quotations from
the report. Before I do so, however, I should
like to mention that the Premier in another
place said that the problem bad been tackled
energetically.

Hon. A. Thomson: God help us!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: How the Premier
and those associated with him ean elaim to
have tackled this great problem in an ener-
getic manner, T am unable to say. The Com-
amissioner, in dealing with the youths who

am

lost their opportunity during the depression,
had this to sayv— '

Inasmuch as this Commission arose out of
the plight of many youths who had not been
in employment, or had been in no useful em-
ployment since the date of their leaving
school, T feel consirained to give special ron-
sideration to their case.

A little later the Commissioner remarks—

The first essential, in my opinion, is to eon-
duet a survey in 4 similar manner to the sur-
veys conducted in the other States, particu-
larly in Victoria, where T think the survey
was made more thoroughly than anywhere
clse.

It will thus be seen that long before the
Western Australian Government made a
move, investigations had been conducted not
in Ameriez but right here in the Common-
wealth, and many of the conclusions arrived
at here had already been reached clsewhere.
Yet we are told that the man whom we all
admire for his plain statemenis of facts is
ready to inake himself believe that the Gov-
ernment of this State had tackled the ques-
tion of youth employment in an energetic
manner. When the Premier makes a state-
menl of that deseription, it is up to us to
examine whether he really ean lay any elaim
to having dealt with the problem. The Com-
missioner continues—

In some States the prineiple of subsidising

labour is bheing cmployed, bot I would have
no truck with that method of stimulating em-
ployment.  dany of the emplovers who em-
plox subsidised labonr are well able to aford
labour at full wages.
A little while ago a member of our Legisla-
ture, Mrs. Cardell-Oliver, returned from the
Eastern States and reported what had been
done in New South Wales. In that State
the Government seheme for providing work
for the uncimployed youth has been attended
with great sueccess. An arificle appeared in
the “West Australian” of the 20th Septem-
ber, 1937, and in it JMrs, Cardell-Oliver dealt
with the sneerss that had followed the action
taken by the Government in South Ans-
tralia, where a settlement known as Kuitpo
had  been cstablished for unemploved
vouths, How much better it would have
heen if we attempted something of that
kind fo prevent our young men jumping
traing to seek work in various parts of the
State, but findine very little to do. On
the subject of eduncation, the Roxal Com-
missioner had this to say—

The president of the Western Awstralian
Chamber of Commeree stated that members
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of the Chamber had consistently complained
of the low average stundard of efficiency, in
the commercial sense, of a youth entering
business.

Then Mr. Cross, Secretary of the Boys’ Em-
ployment League, made a similar com-
plaint—

Criticism of this nature is nut uncommon
clsewlhere.

The Commissioner proceeded to guote an ex-
tract from the New South Wales Commis-
sion’s report which made mueh the same
adverse comment and went on to refer to a
report of the Committce of Education and
Industry in Scotland presented to the Brit-
ish Glovernment in 1928, in which adverse
eriticism was made in regard to the lack of
accomplishments in the three Rs. This was
the comment—

We are of opinion, however, that without
making any radical ehanges in the e¢xisting
system, a higher degree of proficiency in the
essential three Rs eould be secured if, within
the limits of these subjects, less were at-
tempted, but that less were more thoroughly
done.

Judging from those authorities, it seems to
me that the edueation systems are over-
loaded. At the same time, one should be
careful not to form conelusions from isolated
instanees, but from my own experience, chil-
dren of tender years are expected fo learn
far too much, thongh in other respeets—
matters of everyday usefulness—they do not
appear to learn enough. T have some
idea of the difficulties confronting the
Education Department. Many of those asso-
ciated with the department are my personal
friends, and members will agree with me
when I say that in Mr. Klein, who was re-
cently retired on account of having reached
the age of 65 years, we had an officer of
outstanding qualifications, and it seems
unfortunate that the Stafe is not now ahle
to make some use of his services. On page 21
of the report, the Royal Commissioner
quotes a table showing the average expendi-
ture per head of the population over the
vears 1925 to 1934 for each of the States
of the Commomnwealth, These are his fig-
ures—New South Wales, 1s. 6d.; Vietoria,
3s. 3d.; Queensland 1s. 10d.; South Ans-
fralia, 2s. 3d.; Western Australia, l1s.. and
Tasmania, 1s. 9d. We in Western Australia
have been congratulating ourselves for some
years past that our system was as good as
that of any of the other States, but, as I
said before, when we expect teachers to in-
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struct children thoroughly even in the three
Rs, and those teachers have classes of per-
haps 60 or 65 children, we are expecting
the impossible.

The Chief Secretary: What figures were
those you ¢uoted?

Hon. H. Seddon: They must be wrong,
surely. They cannot refer to eduncation
generally.

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: They refer to
technieal edueation. What I have quoted
bears out to the extent of 100 per eent. what
Mr. Dimmitt said earlier in the evening, that
we are building up in this State a huge
number of unskilled labourers, and we have
the movtification of seeing men caming in
from overseas—foreigners mostly—to take
places amongst us as artisans.

The Chicf Seeretary: Whom do you blame
for thal?

Hon. 1. Nicholson: The Government,

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: The Commissioner
goes on to say—

There is every rteason to believe that a
large wumher of the more promising students
who, if properly seleeted, could go on to
higher branches of education, and make use
of that education, is prevented from doing
o by reason of the faet that the students
have eohtigations at home and are eampellel
to take np employment which, in many cases,
is not suitable to their mental akttainments.

That shows that although we have a free
University, only those who ean afford it
avail themselves of the advantages that are
offered. The Commissioner continues—
The country apprentice is at a distinet dis-
advantage as regards techmical insiruction,
I consider this disadvantage could be partly
offset by a system of correspondence instrue-
tion and that provision should be made for
the periodical ~visit of a lecturer and
demonstrator to the larger country centres.

That might do some good. Many railway
workers in the State are compelled to occupy
houses thai are not a credit to the Govern-
ment. Even in the town of Geraldion rail-
way workers are oceupying old houses that
are no credit fo the Government. Had the
Govermnent gone in for a five-year plan—
that is a popular phrase—and bauilt homes
for their employees, they could have heen
sare of at least 300 or 400 young men heing
given the opportunity to learn trades, sneh as
carpentry, plumbing, painting, ete. XNo
action, however, has been taken in that
direetion at all. The report continues—

That the psvchologist appointed at the
bureau should from time to time travel
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around the outlying centres with a view to
ascertaining what is being done at each
centre, and give adviee to the teachers in re-
gard to guidance.

Much evidence was given on this point by
a gentleman who formerly taught at the
high school at Geraldton. He afterwards
obtained a degree and went to England.
He made a very close study of the subject.
The report continues—

In Western Australia we have no secheme
of child endowment or unemployvment insur-
ance such as exists in New South Wales and
Quecnsland; those States arc able to obtain
# degree of statistical information from tihe
bodies administering these social serviees.

That is another blot on our (iovernment,
which has not done in this connection what
the Commonwealth and other States have
done. My, Justice Wolff names the States,
Queensland and New South Wales.

I, being a country member, must refer
to the wheat industry. One finds it hard
to understand why the Government has not
taken action earlier. I heard the Chief
Secretary and the Honorary Minister ask
during the last week, ‘‘Is this a State
matter?!’ 1 wili repiy to the question in
this wav: When the Federal Government
took the referendium some time ago on the
question of the Commenwealth’s taking
action in the matter, I think I am right
in saving that our Govermment actively
opposed the granting of the power sounght.
That being so, why does not the State
Government rise to 1he oceasion
show practical recognition of the dire
need of our wheatgrowers? The Stale
Government said, ‘*How ean we do it? We
have not the finance.’”” Where there is a
will, however, there is a way, and I shall
quote the remarks of the president of the
Wheatgrowers’ Union on this matter. He
advocated the other dav that no higher
freight than 3d. per bushel should be
charged for wheat. Seriously, T consider
that charge too high, when the priee of
wheat is as low as it is to-day. Thete
should be a sliding seale.

The Honorary Minister: Why not ecarry
it free of charge?

Hon. E. H.L H. HALL: That remark is
not so ridiculous as it may serm to be at
first glance, for this very gzood reason:
Withount railways, there would be no de-
velopment. The railwavs, like sehools and
gaols, should not be a charee on Consoli-
dated Revenue, The moment onc leaves

and -
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the metropolitan-suburban area, one notices
that disabilities begin.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. E, H. H. HALL: T dislike referving
to this matter, but I will quote some of the
W.A, Wheat Pool prices at sidings, com-
menecing with the year 1923-24, In that
vear the price was 4s. 3 9/16d., and from
then on the prices were as follows:—

1924-25, 3¢, 9%d.; 19256, as. 83d.; 1926
27, 4s. 11#%d.; 1927-28, 4s. 11d.; 1928-20, 4s.
4 102930, Fs. 7174, 1930-31, 1s. 11ted.;
192132, 25, 8TLqL: 193933, 25 5%id.; 1933-34,

%, 234 1934.35, 25 54d.; 193536, 3s.
23%4d.; 1936-37, 5s. 0%d.
The priee has fallen considerably; vet

little, if anything, is being done to assist
the industry while wheat produetion is
being carried on at a loss.

I do not wish to exaggerate, but hardly a
week passes withoat some voung man calling
at my door for a reference. When I inguire
why he wants it, the answer is, “‘For a
Government job.’’? Where are those men
coming from? In many instanees, from the
country. When I inquire why they wish to
join the police foree or the Railway Depart-
ment, the answer is, “Well, Mr. Hall, dad
has not heen able to pay me any wages for
the last two or three years, and has told me
to try and get into the Government service.”
Other members must have had similar ex-
perience, and it gives one cause for thought.
Five lads on Saturday and five on Monday
canie to Perth with me and T asked them
where they were going. They answered,
“We are applying to the Railway Depart-
ment for jobs as cleaners.” The Railway
Department had advertised for cleaners: I
think there were 50 vacancies, and the de-
partment received 500 odd applieations.
Not all those boys were out of work; many
of them were working in my town, but they
were willing to throw up the jobs they had
in order to secure work that was constant
and snre. Now, fhat is all wreng. We must
have men to carry on the essential industries,
such as wheatgrowing. I dislike to vefer to
wool, on account of the colossal losses that
have been suffered in that industry. I
gladly welcome the inerease in the basic
wage, because it has always heen a wonder
to me how some people can manage to hve
on it at all. As for shorter hours, let us
have them. Let us have the five-day week;
but, Sir, I say with all the fervour I possess,
let us be fair. Let it apply all round. No
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wonder these vounyg men are applying for
Government jobs.

Hou. J. Nicholson: Do you wish it to
apply to the dairyman, too?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Let it apply all
round.

Member: That would fix it.

Houn. E. H. H, HALL: We suffer from
many disabilities in our State, One of
them, lack of water, is the cause of much
concern in the country. I noticed that con-
ferences were vecently held on this matter
by road hoards and municipalities at the fol-
lowing places:—Narrogin, Pingelly, Katan-
ning, Wagin, Wickepin. Williams, Cubal-
ling, ICulin and Woodanilling. T thought to
myself thar if those faveured portions of
the Sinte. which enjoy a regular and good
rainfail, are in difficulties, what about my
end of the State? We have heavd it said
repeatedly in this Chamber that something
should he done to provide adequate supplies
of water, not in a small way, but in a iarge
way, 1 noficed in the “West Australian”
lateiy that the Government proposes to ex-
tend the goldfields water supply from Goo-
malling to Ballidu, so apparently we ave
making some little progress. Tt is, however,
all too slow. Water is a great problem io
the Railway Department, whieh has put
down expensive dams along the railway
lines, but if there is no rain the dams do not
fill.  In Geraldton we are taxed heavily for
the dam at Wicherina, which cost a consider-
able sum of money. It has filled in only
one year, the year in which it was completed,
and we in Ceraldton are now relying en-
tirely on bore water.

T wounld like to deal with Mr. Dimmitt’s
remarks about the Geraldton High Schonl.
He scems to have a good grip of things poli-
tical, hut we cannot expect a city man to be
au fait with country matters, even if they
eoncern an important country town like
Geraldton. T am speaking in no nncertain
voiee when 1 say that if ever a town was
justified in having o high school, that town
is Geraldton, which ecaters for students who
have gained scholarships at places as fav
north as Broome, at Dalwallinu on the Won-
gan line and Carnamah on the Midland line
and in towns on the Murehison to Wiluna.
I am sorry T must add my regret at the
loss of the serviees of Mr, Pittman, lately
of the Agrienltural Department.

Hon. A. Thomson: We all regret the loss
of his services.
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Hon. E. I1. H. HALL: My regret is great,
as he left the service because he was not
satistied with his remuneration. In answer
to a question asked hy me the other day, I
was informed that the Commissioner of
Railways and his finanee officer attended a
conference in Melhourne, and they drew
£78 and £56 respectively for travelling ex-
penses, which, of course, they did nof have
to payx, as they travel free. Apparently,
some Government servants are treated more
generously than others.

T wish to refer briefly to the unfortunate
and vegrettable occurence at one of our
mental hospitals, Point Heathcote. I hope
that the Royal Commission about to he ap-
pointed will get to the bottom of the trouble,
and that it will be put right. There is not
only trouble at Heathcote. In the report on
our mental hospitals laid on the Table, we
are reminded from year to ycar that the ac-
commodution at the Claremont hospital is
altogether inadeguate,

I was vonsiderably perturbed. in looking
through the veport of the Railway Commis-
sioner, to find no mention at all of an vrua-
lisation or financial adjustment between the
Midland Railway Company and the Railway
Department. There should be somc men-
tion of it. Anybody who travels along the
Midland line eannot fail to notice that Gov-
ernment rolling stock is mostly utilised-
Three parts of the Midland railway train
that pulls in at Geraldton eonsists of rolling
stock belonging to the Government.

Kitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 p.m,

TTon. E. H. H. HALL: One would have
expected the Government to take the long
view and Jay down a plan providing means
for our vouths to learn trades. There would
be no risk about making a commercial sue-
cess of the venture. For many years I was
a postmaster under the Federal Government,
and had to live in quarters provided hy the
Government. Rental for those quarters was
declucted from my pay. The Government of
this State should be able to adoyt a simi'ar
policy for railway employees. It wonld be
a great thing for th2 women and children
of the railway repairers if they could live
in cottages, instead of the wretched places
now allotted to them along the line. Par-
ticularly is it degirable that this matter he
taken up in Geraldion. Many vears ago
the Railway Department resumed a large
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portion of a nice residential area to make
way for railway yards. There is now left
a triangle hetween three streets. On this area
are three or four cottages belonging to the
department and housing railway employees.
I should like to take members to see those
places. A street runs along the front and
back and there is no yard space whatever.
These are just habitations, and by no means
a credit to any Government. A graceful act
on the part of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, or on the part of the Government if
he can do nothing, would be to knock thosc
habitations down, build decent residences
elsewhere, and use the land as a reserve,
which eould then be made available as a play-
ing area for the children in the eastern por-
tion of the Geraldton munieipality. If the
Government  had taken up this matter
throughout the State it would have ensured
that from 400 to 500 youths would have be-
come artisans, instead of being left to roam
about from ene place to another, jumping
trains in their endeavour to find work.
Before tea T pointed out that there was
no mention in the annual report of the Com-
missioner of Railways as to how things stand
between the Midland Railway Company and
the State Railways. I wish here to pay a
tribute to a man of outstanding person-
ality who has just passed away, namely,
Mr. J. J. Poynton—a wonderful man in his
own way, but it is not to he held against
him that he was a very zood servant to
his company, and was out to make
profits for his shareholders. The State
railways cannot show their shareholders
— the people — a profit, but it is our
duty to ensure that their interests are safe-
gnarded. Quite a number of persons think
that some return or accounting from the
railways should be brought to the notice of
the public. We have the annual report of
the Commissioner, but it does not tell ns how
matters stand between the Government Rail-
wavs and the Midland Railway Company.
There are such matters as the aceountancy
side of the operations, the hookkeeping, and
the actual loading and unloading of goods
carried over the respective lines. Is all the
work involved in connection with the goods
and passenger iraffic over the Midland line

done by the emplovees of the com-
pany, or is it don: by Government
employees? I think it must be per-

formed mostly bv Government employees, he-
cause the line linking the Midland railway
at each end is owned by the Government.
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Then there is the matter of rolling stock.
How is that arranged as between the two
parties? I should like some notice taken
of this request. There is no other way to
get the information except through the re-
port of the Commissioner, A public ser-
vice list is laid on the Table of the House
for perusal by members. Anyone who
chooses may go through the various depart-
ments, and asecrtain how many officers there
are in ecach, who they are, and what re-
muneration they reccive.  We cannot get
anything like that in the Commissioner's re-
port with respect to the railways. We find
“the Commissioner and Scerctary’s staff,
number 177 Who those officers arc, what
they are doing, and how much remuneration
they are getting, we do not know. We have
a right to know. It is not idle curios-
ity that prompts me to mention these mat-
ters, If it is good enough for other de-
partments to give such details, why should
not the biggest department of all give them?

Farlier T referred to snggestions made by
members. It is perhaps too mueh to ex-
peet that suggestions advanced by members
who differ in politieal faith from the Gov-
ernment should receive atéention, hut one
would think that suggestions put forward
v members sopporting the Government,
cipeeially when snch sugeestions are good,
won'd be noticed and adopted. ¥ refer par-
ticularly to Mr. Fraser's sugzestion, made
some vears ago, respecting the third-party
risk. Everyvone knows the results of the
failure of the Government to introduce the
legislation suggested by one of its own sup-
porters.

Hon. G. Fraser: Governmenis, not Gov-
ernment.

Hon, E. H. H. BALL: The present Gov-
erument has been in office for nearly six
years, but has failed to take any action in
this important matter. The result of this
failure has been that women have lost their
hushands, and echildren have lost their
fathers, and in some instances have had to
come to the State for sustenance. I do not
know what excuse the Government can offer
for its neglect in this matter. It amounts
to a dereliction of duaty. The Chief Secre-
tary may smile.

Hon. A. Thomson: It is long overdue.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Apparently the
Government saw fit by private arrangement,
according to Mr. Baxter, to part with the
motorship “Kangaroo,” the property of the
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taxpayers of the State. The custom of Gov-
ernments is to eall for tenders, and their
duty is to give everyone an opportunity
to buy that which belongs to the taxpayer.
If what Mr. Baxter says is correet, this
vessel was sold for £25,000. How easy it
is for any company to say now, “We would
have paid £80,000.” T do not know whether
there is anything in the suggestion that an-
other party wounld have paid more than
£25,000, but the Government was wrong in
effecting a private sale.

The Honorary Minister: No offer like
that was made hefore the vessel was sold.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The Government
should have given everyone a chance to hid.
and in that way cut the ground from he-
neath the feet of those who might come
along afterwards and say they would have
given a higger price.

I eall attention to the disgrazeful action
of going behind such an established anthor-
ity as the Arbitration Court. I do not know
as much ahout arbifration questions as do
many members, but I think I am right in
saying that the Aet provides that the Min-
ister was within his rights in appointing a
eonciliation eommissioner. That commis-
sioner made his report. T think the Act
also provides that no conciliation commis-
sioner may override a decision of the court.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Act does provide
that.

Hon. E, H. H. HALL: I understood it
did.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Government does
not care for Acts of Parliament.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: We all know where
the political sympathies of the President of
the Court lay hefare he was elevated to his
Judieial position.

Hon. G. Fraser: They often change, you
know.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: By training and
in every way. T think the President is a man
who wounld do the fair thing, and carry ont
his duties in accordance with his ronscience,
That is the opinion I hold. He left no douht
whatever as to his opinion and T prefer his
opinion to that of the Minister. Tf is our
proud boast that throughout the British Em-
pire the administration of law hy onr courts
of justiee is hevond reproach. There is no
taint about it. T firmly helieved we could
proudly claim that nothine of a politieal na-
ture interfered with judicial appointments
or decisions. Yet we find that the reason
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why an officer of the Crown Law Depart-
ment did not receive promotion was that he
had not been in the serviee long enough. The
recommendation of the official whose duty il
was to recommend was ignored and a man
with no experience of the serviee was ele-
vated to the position of Crown Solicitor. T
do not hesitate to express my opinion of that
appointment, and next March the electors
will have an opportunity to express their
opinion. Theirs is the final judgment. If
the people of this, my native State, will
stand for the ignoring of the Public Service
Commissioner’s recommendation and be sat-
isfied with the paltry veason given in the
file that the officer who was passed over had
not been in the service long enongh, T shall
be surpriswd. T do not care what political
opinions the successful appointee holds;
that is beside the question. Years ago the
various States of Amnstralia decided to take
the matter of making appointments out of
the hands of Parliament. We have set up
an official ta make those appointments, free
from politieal hias or taint. To me it seems
remarkable thal the Government should have
resorted to such a paltry subterfnge in ex-
planation of its action in making that ap-
pointment.

Now I come {o the threadbare subj~ct of
starting-price hetting. What should one say
about it? T have three newspaper cuttings
—1I do not propose to read them—recording
not petty offences but thefts by hoys of
money with which to back horses in betting
shops. We have not to go to the country
towns to find these betting shops. Within
five minates’ walk of Parliament House on
anv dav when country racing is being held,
one mav see betting shops filled with young
and with older people. 'We are concerned
about the voung people.  Some folks say
that a man should be allowed to have his
het. T eonfess that I have bet on a race-
eonrse: T have even made a bet in a starting-
priee shop, hut, helieving that I should he
amongst those to set an example to the
younger people, T have not so indulged
for 12 months. If we have one dutw,
surely it is to guard the young from the pit-
falls that heset them. I was shocked to read
in the “West Australlan” the other dav a
statement by a headmaster of one of our
schools—his name was not disclosed; he
must have asked the newspaper te withhold
his name—that if young men wanfed to hang
around the street corners, let them do so.
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“Why should thev not do so?” he asked. I
cannot believe that anybody picks up mueh
zood when hanging around strect corners.
Starting-price  betting is definitely wrong
when indulged in hy the younger people.
The Clovernment’s failure to grapple with
thiz evil must condemn it in the eyes of all
right-thinking people.

In one of our leading churches last Sun-
day the question was asked, “Why does not
the Government take action to suppress this
Hlegal betting?’  This set me thinking, and
I wondered why, in a demoeratic country
guch as this, the Commissioner of Polive
should be under any Minister. Parliament
makes the laws, and the Commissioner of
Police is appointed to see that those laws
are earrvied out.

Tlon. A. Thomson: T want to kuow why he
does not carry them out,

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: T consider that
the Commissioner of PPolice, like the Auditor-
GGieneval, should be the servant of Parlia-
ment, reporting divect to Parliament. He
shonld naf be nnder any Minister whe eould
give him instructions, whieh is said to hava
heen Jone. Tf it is neerssary for the Auditor-
General to be free of political eomtrol, it is
cqually necessary, in the interests of law and
order, that the Commissioner of Poliee
should he similarly free.

Compnlsory military training was advo-
catedl by Mr. Angelo. T wish that I, too,
could advocate it. HMowever, I have had a
little experienee of it. I am not a returned
#oldier, although T am an ex-member of the
ALF. During the war part of my duty was
to inspeet military establishments through-
out the Commonwealth. In the course of
that duty T travelled to every State, includ-
ing Queensland and Tasmania, and snbmit-
ted reports on my inquiries. Fairly strong
reports they were, too. TUniversal military
training was one of the matters on which T
had to report. During my inquiries I dis-
eovered what a large amount of money was
wasted ; it scemed to me to be deliberately
wasted. Would it not be better, for a start
at any rate, to bring in universal physieal
training rather than universal military train-
ing? Judging by the experience elsewhere,
it wonld be highly beneficial for the youth 2f
this eountry. I am definitely of opinion that
voune men need some form of discipline,
kut [ believe that we could not do better
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than by starting with ecompulsory physieal
training.

Let me briefly refer to native affairs. Om
several oceasions I have interviewed the
Commissioner, Mr. Neville, and my sympa-
thies are with him. I hold him in high
esteem. Like other heads of departments,
he is strenuously endeavouring to do his best,
but he has a very diffienli task to perform.
Let me give an illustration. In a certaim
town there is a haif-caste family that in-
cludes a girl as black as the ace of spades
and an older girl, about 14, who could not
he distinguished from a white child. They
are living in the native area, but I felt
that as sure as the sun would rise it would
be only a question of time before something
happened to that girl. T asked Mr. Neville
whrther he could do anvthing for her. I
know that Sister Kate is doing excellent
work amongst the half-caste people. Mr.
Neville said he would get the girl down as
soon ns he eonld. Sinee then a couple of
vears must have elapsed. I appreciate the
difficulties that confronted him when he at-
tempted to tnke that gir! away.
that the Act passed last vear gives him the
neeessary power, but hecause of his sympa-
thetie nature, he has hesitated, in face of
the greatest hostility on the part of
the father and mother, to rcimove that
girl from her dangerons environment.
If that assumption is correet, no wonder
Mr. Neville is in trouble.  Beeause of his
finer feeling, he has hesitated to take
the child from her parents. At the
same time, Mr. Neville has 1o do the
right thing. I am wondering whether the
recent storm of abuse has been due to his
heing perhaps a little too lenient. Some
people contend that he is too lenient;
others eall him a dictator and a Mussolini.
The instance I have quoted is not an iso-
lated one; it could be paralleled in almost
all parts of the State.

The half-caste problem has not attained
serious proportions in my town, but in
various parts of the State, I understand
that it is eausing great anxiety. The father
of the child mentioned and another man
are sustenance workers in receipt of the
basic wage. Last week two other half-caste
men—one the father of eight and the other
the father of five children—came to me
from Northampton. They said they had
been rabbitting and kangarooing, but ¢ould
not earn enough money in that way. They

I belizve
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put it to me that ecertain men were receiv-
ing sustenance and they, too, wanted sus-
tenance. The Department of Employment
has refused to register them. When I in-
quired why registration had been refused,
I was informed, ‘““We cannot give half-
castes this work.”’ I said, ‘‘There are two
half-castes already on sustenance work
but these men have been rabbifting and
kangarooing for years.’’ The legislation
we passed last year does not seem to afford
much assistanee to half-castes. If, as many
people contend, the desire is to give the
half-castes a chance, and if the children are
to attend schools with white children, who
is to say that the parents should he denied
sustenance work to enable them 1o purchase
the necessaries for their children and live
beeomingly amongst whites? I asked,
‘*IWhat is to hecome of those men and
their families??’ Mr. Holmes knows what
is happening because he is brought into
close touch with the problem, and probably
Mr. Craig knows more about it than I do.
The reply to my question was, that those
half-easte men could apply to the Commis-
sioner and get rations, Are we going to
tell the half-eastos that we cannot eive
them snstenance work. They say thew eannot
get work on the farms or on the stations and
eannnt make a living at rabbitting or kan-
garooing. Are we going to say that their
only recomrse is fo apply to the department
for rations?

Here are the remarks of a man who is
an anthority—so the ““West Australian”
says, His name is Dr. Donald F. Thomp-
son. He states that when a white man sets
out te try tn do something for the natives
and half-castes, he makes the last condition
of those people worse than the first. Onr
efforts on their hchalf are along wrong
lines. If the men are not eligible for
sustenance work and eannot get em-
ployment, are we going to claim that we
are doing them or their wives and families
any good merely by supplying them with
Tations?

Hon. A, Thomson: They have to feed
ahd clothe their yonngsters.

Hon. BE. H. H. HALL: Yes, that has to
be done. We cannot let them starve and
go naked. Hardly a week passes withont
some of them asking for old clothes. If
the men are paid white men’s wages, they
should live as white men. .\ young man
came to me one day and said, ‘I have to
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apply for exemption from the provisions of
the aborigines Aect.” I asked him what
was wrong with that. He said, ‘‘I have
never had to do that before. I have worked
with white men; why should I have to
apply for exempiion from the Aet?’ I
said to him, “‘I cannot see any objection
to your applying for exemption,’’ and I
asked him his name. I then went to the
Commissioner for Native Affairs and ex-
plained the situation. AIr. Neville said, *f1
have known this man for a long time and
T think you will agree with me that he is
faced with a fair proposition. He wants
to be classed as a white man, but is he
prepared to live as a white man®’’ I said,
““I do not know.”” Muy. Neville asked me,
““Where is he living now?'’ I told him
he was living with nafives and the
Commissioner replied, “Tell him that if he
i5 prepared to live as a  white man,
and then applies for exemption, he will
obtain if. but he ennnot have it hoth
wavs.” I delivered the message, hut the
man is still living with the natives. That
sort of thing is still going on and it is no
wonder that prople are erving ont ahont the
number of half-castes we are ealled upon to
maintain.

T have under date the T9th August, 1938,
a reply through the Child Welfare Depart-
ment to an application for assistanee under
the MeNess Honsing Tiwst—

Replying to inquiry through the Child Wel-
fare Department. I enelose applieation form
far ecompletion by you to he signed before a
justice of the peace and returned to this
cffive, when the application will be kept under
afttention for review with other applications
when further moneys under the MeNess
Housing Trust Act become available. At the
present time there are over one hundred wait-
ing applications registered at this office and
1the available funds have all been allocated,
and it is not pnssible, therefore, te proceed
with the ereetion of further homes, nor arc
any of the existing cottages vacant just now.

That is a letfer to n widow. Now T am
going to tell members what was said by
Judge Foster in Vietorin. The “Bulletin”
of the 27th July, 1938, stated—

According to Judge Jester, most Victorinn
criminals come from a group of suburbs in
wihich thev have no real homes:—

People may say ‘‘Flog this delinquent,’’
or “‘T'ut that onc in gaol.”” In wmy opinion
it is we who shoull he sent to gaol; we
mhave failed to provide a proper environ-
ment for the young mind.
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Four or five other authorities are quoted by
the “‘Bulletin’’ as agreeing with Judge Fos-
ter. While I am on this subject, T would
mention the cheap houses which I under-
stand the Government intend to crect. The
sooner those houses are built, the betier.
TUnless we can provide people with decent
habitations, I do not know how we can ex-
pect children to grow up as they shonld, My
namesake, Mr. W. R. Hall, on the opening
day of the session of Parliament is reported
to have said-—

In the metropolitan area single moen are
provided with rations, but for single men onr

the goldields the Government is not «isposed
to provide rations.

When I read that, T eame to the conclusion
that the two MHalls were thinking along the
same lines, I made reference to this matter
last year. On page 2506 of “Hansard” ap-
pears the following under my name—

Tn the Appropriation Bill varioas Minis-
terial votes are mentioned. T will refer to
one¢ of which T regard the administration ns
unsatisfaetory and whieh it is very hard to
vet to the bottom of—the amouut for nnem-
ployment relief. The following Adetails are

given—
£ s d
Bed tickets 25219 0
Meal tickets 32316 0
Board and lodging 372 7T 6
Ration orders 33,348 10 8

Total

L.

£34207 13 2

The principal amount, it will be secn, was
the £33,348 for ration orders. On that occa-
sion I continued as follows:—

I have repeatedly been asked by unem-
ployed men in my town of Geraldton to oh-
tain ration orders for them. T hive gone to
Perth and made inquiries and have been in-
formed—though not on paper—that there is
no sich thing as a ration order.

Hon. A. Thomson: Yet £33,000 was stated
to have been expended in respect of ration
orders,

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: That is sa. I
asked for information. I am prepared to
put a eharitable construction upon the mat-
ter. Tt was late in the session and a good
deal of legislation had to be rushed through,
such as Bread Bills, cte., so that there was
no time perhaps for a reply to be given,
T hope, however, that in ecommon courtesy,
the Chicf Seeretary, when replying to the
debate, will make mention of the matter. A
member of this Housze of the same politiecal
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faith as the Chicf Secretary has been com-
plaining that in Kalgoorlie the single unem-
ployed men. eannot obtain rations, and T am
complaining that the same state of affairs
exists in Geraldton. Only yesterday I took
two men along to the department. One was
due to start work on the 20th, but there was
nobody iu Geraldten to whom I could take
him—certainly nobody connected with the
Government of the couniry who bad author-
ity to issue an order for rations. It is left to
the privale storekeeper and the private
charitably-inelined person to lend or to give
to such men in order to tide them over tem-
porary difficulties.

Speaking on the subject last vear, I said:
“One law for the country and another for
the city should not exist,” and Mr. Thomson
interjected, “unfortunately it does exist.”
That is true; it does exist. But why? I do
not contend rhat the man in Perth who is en-
titled to rations should not obtain them. God
forbid! Bui why should not such men in the
country distriets reeeive simifar considera-
fion? T will tell hon. members what
men in  country towns ean oblain and
I say it is to the shame of the Gov-
ernment! A young fellow at the Ger-
aldton police station was given a ration
of 1s. and he was told to leave the town
and go to the next police station for further
aid. He was given a ration order of 1s.! It is
enough to make a man lose his temper and
become all heated! That young man had to
clear out to the nearest town. Mr Drew knows.
as well as I where the town nearest to Ger-
aldton is situated. Tt is 30 odd miles to
Northampton in one direction. In another
dircetion he would have to go to Mullewa,
whieh is 65 miles distant; while if he tra-
velled sonth, Dongarra, 50 miles away, would
be his first stop. If T know anything of
the members of the Government I do not
think any one of them individually would
treat a man like that. Yet this sort of thing
is taking plaee.

Before tea T was endeavouring to hurry so
that T might eomplete my speech. Since
then I have been advised not to hurry, and
T consider that T have a right to say what T
have in mind. My remarks are not personal.
I propose to quote a statement made by Mr.
Colin Clavk, who was formerly a lecturer in
our University. Mr. Clark gave evidence be-
fore the Arvbitration Court, and his remarks
were accorded serions attention by the eourt
when an increase in the basic wage was being
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considered. This is what appeared in the
“West Australian” on the 27th April, 1938—

Dealing with the question of diet, Mr, Clark
submiticd a comprehensive table in which
various foods were listed. He mentioned
that be held a university degree in chemistry,
that baving been his subject before he be-
came a statistician, and he was, therefore,
able to discuss the question of diet from the
chemieal as well as the statistical aspeet. He
said that at present Perth prices it was not
possible to provide an optimum diet under a
cost of 10s. per head per week, ‘*And let me
get away from any idea that it is eheaper to
feed children than adults,’’ he added. “‘The
requirements of children in the body and
bone-forming foods are greater, if anyihing,
than those of adults.”’ TFamily allawances
ought to he econsidered as a matter of
urgeney, he said, but those in anthority
seemed to he willing to let this urgent
problem slide from year to year. Full provi-
sion for the children of basie-wage ecarners
could not be regarded as a light or postpon-
able matter.

As T said hefore, I was glad to observe
that an increase of the basic wage had heen
granted. T have here a letter from the Child
Welfare Department. I quoted instances of
this kind last year. When I was reading
from similar letters, Mr. Holmes became im-
patient with me for going into detail. The
letter T am about to read was written to a
widow on the 18th Angust, and was given to
me just before T left Geraldton. Tt reads—

Dear Madaw,—I would be pleased to hear
whether it is vour intention to place David
in employment when he attains the age of
14 yvears. Should vou be sueecessful T ghould
be imumediately advised of his carnings and
the amount he is able to give wou. T have
communieated with the Workera’ Homes
Board and requested that in the event of a
McNess or other home heing available in
your town your claim for ocsupaney he given
every consideration.—Yours faithfully, F. E.
Meaehem, Secretary.

David came to my house yesterday and said,
“] was 14 years old this morning,” and by
that morning’s mail arrived a letter inform-
ing his mother than the 9s. that he had been
worth to her was to be taken away. In addi-
tion the department wanted te know when
David could start work so that—let it be
whispered—the department could make a
further deduction from the paltry amount
allowed to this woman to keep herself and
her five children. If an inerease of 5s. in
the basic wagze is considered necessarv; if
what Mr. Colin Clark said was right—and
the Arbitration Court must have considered
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that it was—why should not the widows of
this State receive an increase of their paltry
allowance of 95, or 7s. per head per week?
For how many years have they been endeav-
ouring to feed, clothe, house and educate
their children on that amount? Shame upon
us all!

I should like to look the members of this
Government in the face and tell them that
not only are they te blame for what is going
on at present but also they ave to blame for
what has been going on for the last six vears,
because they have failed to take any remedial
action, If the people were fully aware of
the position, I am satisfied they would rise
np and throw the members of the Gov-
from

ernment the seats ihev ogeupy.
A woman who is Iiving in her own
house—a  little bit of a shack per-
haps—is entitled to 7s. a week for each

of her children. If such a woman has not
her own home and has to pay rent, she is
entitled to 9s. a week. The woman to whom:
I have referred is paying rent. She has five
children all under 14, and a boy down here
under treatment at the Children’s Hospital
for asthma. That woman has heen getting
45s. 0 week. The boy turned 14 on the 23rd
August, and she is now paid 36¢, a week. She
pays 20s. per week house rent: evervhody
knows that house rents arve high in Gerald-
ton. That is a faet which has heen proved
before the Arbitration Court. The home is
nothing very great—a small, semi-detached
place. She has 16s. per week to feed herself
and five children. The boy is halfway
through his first year working hard for his
juntor. I have letters from the Child
Welfare Department eclaiming ¢hat as
the children were carning, the allow-
ance to the parent could be reduneed.
In the secretary of the Child Welfare
Department the State bas a  very fine
officer. JIndeed, so far as I know, all the
officers of that department endeavour to do
their duty. They have to earry out the Act,
Hon. members will recolleet a question I
asked here recently about a very zealous offi-
cor going around to women on Sundays with
a uniformed policeman. e had no right
whatever to do that, I have found out since.
The Chief Sceretary promised Lo make in-
quiry into the matter. I hope the hon.
gentleman will give the House the vesults of
that inguiry. The widow to whomn I have
referred was one of the women the police-
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man went to see.  He found out that she
was ~oiting £1 per week from a certain
lodee.

Member: Would the department begrudge
her that?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The department
would not merely begrndge her it. If the
department knows that a woman is going
out to work and earns 10s. or 12s. or 13s. a
week, it deduets that amount from her
allowance,

The Honorary Minister: The boy studying
for an examination does not go off susten-
ance until he passes the examination.

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: I would like M.
‘Gray to tell me afterwards what he wants
to say.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I must ask
the hon. member to allow Mr. Hall to pro-
ceed without interruption.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I shall be very
glad indeed to receive any information
that Mr. Gray cares to give me. I
know that many of our large taxpayers
complain about the burden of taxation.
Therefore T wish to songratulate the staff
-of our University on the issue of a bocklet
T hold in my hand. ¥t is entitled: ‘‘Uni-
versity Studies in History and Fconomies,
‘The FEconomist and Rearmament, by Colin
Clark, M.A, (Oxon), and The Community
Income of Western Australia, by H. J.
Goodes, B.A.”7 Mr. Colin Clark savs—

As a contrast, Great Britain, even with the
present full programme in foree, is not spend-
ing much more than 6 per cent. of her
paticand income on  armaments, UK A, is
spending 214 per cent. und Australia is spend-
ing 1.2 ver cent., while New Zealand figures
are so smill as to be infinitesimal.

‘The writer has taken in recent expenditure
ot armaments.

Referring first of all to the burden of taxa-
tton, Awstralin and XNew Zealand are at
presenl carrving, in relation to their national
income, 2 considerably lighter hurden of
taxation than Great Britain is carrving. In
fact, it max come a< a shoek to many Aus.
tealians to realise that exeept for possibly
Rweden. Australia is earrying, in relation to
ker national income, one of the lightest
taxation hurdens in the world. . . . .

We must take it therefore wore or less as
an axiom ibhat a modern industrial community
such as this, to provide social serviees, must
tax itself to the extent of hetween 15 per
«ent. and 20 per cent. of its national income.
Posgibly ns national income rises, it may bhe
able to tax itsclf in a smaller proportion, but
it can without any serious cconomic damage
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taise  taxation wp to 23 per cent. of the
national income, ns was the case in Great
Lritain a few vears ago, and cven now
British taxation is not far below the 20 per
cent. figure. '

I wizh to emphasise that the following ex-
tract refers to soecial serviees, and not to
armaments:—

Tiwre 15 a great deal of misconception on
the subjevt of the potential capacity of the
Australian money market. During the last
vear, when Australian national income has
been at high level, the annual savings of Auns-
tralia have not been far from the figure of
80 million pounds, and I do not think
it is generally realised, even by politicians
and bankers, who have to deal with these
problems, how large a sum of loan expendi-
ture Australia can afford to finance from her
own internal resources. I would go further,
and say how large a sum of loan expenditure
should necessarily be undertaken if an outlat
43 to be found for the tremendous savings
Australia iz capable of making with the
present high level of national income.

I quote that passage to make my final
point. I have here the annual report of
the Child Welfare Department for the two
vears ended 30th June, 1937, Orn page 13
of the report members will find the follow-
ing particulars:—

Statistics of thig branch as at 30th June,
1837, show the following:—The total numher
of families receiving assistance is 1,230, com-
prising 2,539 ehildren and 420 incapacitated
husbands, making a total of 4189 persons,
which, in comparison with the figures for the
previous year, which were 1,210 families, 371
incapacitated husbands and 2,442 children, a
totul of 4,023 persons, discloges for the year
1936-37 an inerease of 20 eases, involving 166
persons.

A table on the same page shows that the
cost per week from March to June of 1037
was £1,416.

Recalling what I said about the 9s. and
the 7s., I was at a loss to know how the
department worked out the cost for the
4,189 persons at Gs. 9d. and a fraction of
a penny per head. I thought there wns
some mistake in the figures. Accordingly
I went to see the secretary of the depart-
ment, and he said to me, ‘*No; the figures
are quite right.”” I said, ‘*Will you kindly
explain them?” He replied, “When children
start fo earn, the mother’s allowanee is
reduced, and so the average paid is not 7s.
or 9s., but is reduced fo 6s. 9d. and a frar-
tion by reason of the fact that the chil-
dren’s earnings arve taken into considera-
tion in the assessment of the total amount
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payable by the State to the widow and the
fatherless children.” Do not you think,
Mr, President, that it is time we &id some-
thing for these defenceless people? I be-
lieve hon. members will be with me when
I say that such paliry anomalies should
not continue. We are told that the chil-
dren of to-day are the men and women of
to-morrow. Is it fair and reascnable to
expeet children to grow up into capable
citizens under the conditions diselosed?
Only a fortnight age T remember a batch
of boys being brought out by a eertain
choreh. To the support of those children
the State Government contributes 3s. 64.
a week, the Commonwealth Government
3s. 6d., and the Imperial Government 3s. 1
should like to see thousands of men, women
and children ¢ome out here; but when we
do not do anything betier for the widows
and fatherless children of our own com-
munity than allow them a paltry 6s, 9d.
per head per week, I say ‘‘Shame on us!’’

The Chief Secretary: Yet that is the
highest rate in the Commonwealth.

Hon, E. H, H. HALL: I thank the Min-
ister sincerely for that interjection. I was
going to remark that it would be said the
allowance here was the highest in Austra-
lia. If it were the highest rate in the
world, still we ought to be ashamed of it.
A few years ago I asked a question abont
Ministerial travelling allowances, and got
the cane for doing so. I was told ‘‘The
other fellows do just the same.’’ Let me
tell the Chief Secretary, we will never get
anywhere while we argue on those lines.
Let Western Australia show the way in
this small but important matter. Recently
Mz, Seddon asked a question as to the hos-
pital tax. That is a tax I am fond of, be-
eause I know it is put to good use. The
Treasurer has nothing to do with it. I
know that the Minister for Health has the
spending of proceeds of hospital taxation.
The reply to Mr. Seddon’s question was
that hospital tax for the year ended 30th
June, 1938, produeed £245,659. For good-
ness’ sake let the present (Government in
its dying hours introduce another 1144,
tax and do the fair thing by the widows
and the defenceless children of Western
Australia! I have much pleasure in sap-
‘porting the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-reply.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[8.28]: Before speaking to the motion, I
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desire to associate myself with the expres-
sions of regret that have been voiced by
other members at the absence of some fami-
liar faces from our midst. In the great
drama of life cbange is unceasing, and
the sphere of Parliament is no exception.
It is certain that we shall always retain plea-
sant recollections of those who are no longer
with us. We appreciate their friendship,
and admire the desire that always ani-
mated them to serve the country. We
can safely say that the degrees of dili-
gence and zeal, and honesty of purpose,
are monuments of their work, and will
find honoured places in the annals of
this Parliament. We feel richer for
having had their companionship, and we
deeply regret that they have passed—one
from this mundane sphere, the other from
the life of Parliament. At the same time I
wish to join in the welcome extended to our
two new members, May their labours prove
aceeptable to the people of their Provineces
and to the State, and may their experience
as our colleagues be marked by that spirit
of courtesy and friendliness, which is one
of the outstanding and at the same time
one of the most delightful features of this
Chamber. I do not intend to cover a wide
range of subjects in the course of my re-
marks, I desire to congratulate vou, Mr.
President, as have other members who have
spoken. I believe that we have had a high
standard of debate on the motion before
the House. I do not intend to cover the
same ground as other members. I shall
make brief references to a few subjects be-
fore turning to one that will constitute the
balance of my remarks.

I wish to stress the necessity that still
exists for greater expenditure on the pro-
vision of educational facilities for children
in the outback parts of the State. Since
we met last year I have been called upon
to travel from onc end to the other of my
Province. It was not exactly a pleasure
trip; it was forced upon me in order that
I might re-appear as a member of this
Chamber. During my election campaign I
saw sufficient of the country schools to make
me more determined than hefore to leave no
stone unturned in an effort to secure better
aceommodation and faeilities. T quoted
figures last year to indicate that ahout 94
per cent, of the Education Vote was absorbed
in salaries and ¢xpenses, only about 6 per
cent, being applied to the provision of
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maintenance and new facilities. In some
parts of the South-West I saw seating
aceommodation for children that was posi-
tively dangevoms. I saw school furniture
made of kerosene hoxes, and any other tim-
ber that the schoolmaster could seeure, I
wrofe to the department regarding the posi-
tion at one school, and pointed out that the
two euphoards there, which were supposed
to represent State furniture, consisted of
scraps of boards and pieces of tin that the
schoolmaster had been able to get hold of.
T suggested the provision of at least some
decent seating accommodation for the child-
ren and cupboards for the master. The
teply I received from the department eom-
pletely ignored the reference fo seating
-accommodation, and stated that for its size
the school was entitled to only one cup-
board, That iz as far as I got with
that matter. Tt seems to me that the present
Glovernment spends most of its endeavours
in looking after industrialists and little of
its effort is directed towards improving faei-
lities in other directions. Complaints re-
garding school accommedation are State-
wnle, 1 congraiulate Mr. Dimmitt or the
wonderful reply he got from the Govern-
ment when he was promised the expenditure
of £15.

Hon, H. Tuckey: He did very well,

Hon. W..J. MANN: He must have created
almost a reeord. I have endeavoured to get
approval for the expenditure of a few
pounds to protect the children at one centre
from the wind and rain in winter and from
the sun in summer, bhut T have heen unsue-
cessful. In the words of an ex-Direetor of
Eduecation, T “had not wot a hope.”

I desire to make brief reference to the
necessity for carly action vegarding the
Bunbury harbour. Last week a deputation
of members representing the South-West
waited upon the Minister for Works and the
position was placed elearly before him. The
Minister informed us that the matter would
he considered. 1 hope the Government will
recognise that the South-West is rapidly ex-
panding, and that the volumme of the pro-
ducts of that portion of the State is in-
creasing rapidly. The time is not far dis-
tant when it will be imperative for the Gov-
ernment to provide proper shipping facili-
ties for the South-West, and the port for
that purpose will naturally be Bunbury, I
am not prepared at this stage to say what
zhould he done, but T am inclined to believe

323

that sooner or later the Government will he
forced to admit that a mistake was made in
the ecarlier stages of the development of that
port, and will have to revert to one of the
alternative’ plans suggested to ensure that
deep water will be available that will not be
altected by silt.

Another matter [ desire to mention hriefly
is the distribution of the virus with which
experiments are being made for the destrue-
tion of rabbits. Mr. Craig furnished us
with the proper designation of the virus, but
I have forgotten the technical term.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Se¢ long as it kills
rabbits, that is all that matters.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Yes. From the evi-
dence submitted so far, it appears that it
has been amply proved that the virus is effec-
tive in killing off rabbits and is harmless to
domestic animals or o human life. We are
2,000 miles away from the scene of these cx-
periments and the rabbits are becoming a
steadily inereasing menace in the South-
West, In the past the wheatbelt acted as a
buffer and experienced the worst of the
ravages of the pest. Now it is rapidly
making its presence felt in the South-West,
and the sooner zetion is taken, the sponer
can reasonable control be expected.

Next I propose to deal with a subjeet that
is not mentioned in the Licut.-Governor's
Speeel, apart from a paragraph in which
refevence is made to expenditure incurred in
providing the new Cave House at Yallingup.
The matter is one that members know is of
considerable interest to me, namely tourists
and the tourist traffic. By following up
this subject, T hope fo inerease fthe sympa-
thetic interest of members and to demon-
strate something of the value of this great
business to the community. For many vears
it has been n matter of extreme regret to me
that sueceeding Governments have regarded
the tourist business as of minor significance.
No matter how we tried, those who have con-
stitnted the Cabinets in the last few years,
with one or two exceptions, appear to have
possessed no tourist econscience, no idea of
the value of the traffic, and apparently little
inelination to learn. In my opinion, and 1
will quote some authorities in corroboration
of my statement, instead of being a matter
of minor importance, it is really one of
major significance.  The term ‘‘tourist
traffic” suggests the form of travel usually
associated with holiday-making and pleasure
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seeking, either on land or sea, sight-seeing
and 50 on. That is the popular conception,
There are much more important aspects.
Behind tourist travel are factors that can
make for the benefit of the State. There is
the phase of tourist traffie associated with
persons seeking eduncation by travel. An-
other concerns the movements of individuals
partly for the purposes of commerce. Then
there are the journeyings of a large number
of important people who are impelled by a
gennine search for opportunities. Instead
of looking at the tourist business as a matter
relating purely to pleasure, it must be obvi-
ous that it is one of much wider moment.

Hon, E. H. Angelo: Then there are the
people in search of health.

Hon. W. J. MANN: All these angles are
of particular interest to a new country, and
when we urge greater attention to the tour-
ist business, we may well be pardoned for
harbouring the hope that behind the element
of pleasure, the State may reap a measure
of permanent benefit. We reqnire popula-
tion and we need new industries, and the
development of the great variety of resources
spread over the vast area under our control.
We want new business; we require new
avenues of employment; we require increased
production of national income. As a means
to this end, an active tourist traffic poliey
ean he most effective. CGenerally advocates
of a bigger and better tourist aetivity fail
to get beyond the question of gain resulting
from individual cash expenditure. I sub-
mit that extensive and acceptable as is the
immediate financial phase, it is but one eon-
sideration and by no means the most impor-
tant. A more valuable aspect is that which
ean follow the wide dissemination of re-
liable information coneerning the advantages,
opportunities and resources of a country,
gained first hand and from personal eontact.
I suggest that a lamentable lack of vision
and understanding has, in the past, pre-
vented our tourist department from fune-
tioning in anything like an adequate manner.
The paliry votes that from year to year
have been allotted to the department have
prevented anything in the way of publicity
being  undertaken. Successive Govern-
ments have heen content to vote a sum that
would be just about sufficient for the upkeep
of an office, and worse still, Governments
have remained content after having done
that, and have left the concern to the mer-
cies of departmental officers whose sympa-
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thies I somgtimes imagine are not really
with the department. That kind of thing:
has continued too long, and I submit that a
radical change is necessary. Further than
that, I hope a change will he brought about.
without delay.

The Chief Secretary: What do vou sug-
gest?

Hon. W. J. MAXXN: A change of outlock
on the part of the Government for one
thing, a change in the amount of the vote
for another, and a wider appreciation of the
value of the trade and traffic generally. Dur-
ing the past year an atiractive office has
been opened in a prominent position in
Perth. That is what I have frequently ad-
vocated in this House, and late and all as it
is, I appreciate the change because I believe:
it to be a distinet step forward. Further,
if the Government will do as I suggest it
may mark the heginning of an era of much
increased usefulness. Money must be pro-
vided and in good measure. Any business
conducted by an individusal or & company in
possession of commodities for which there
might be a demand cannot expeect to flonrish
unless it makes known the fact that it caw
provide the commodities that the publie need.
An energetic executive promptly sets out to
advertise its wares and to broadecast all the
information at its disposal, well knowing
that any expenditure thus ineunrred will be
repaid many fold. What 1s essential with
an individual or eompany is equally essen-
tial with the State, and I eontend it is not
only the duty of the Government, but it is
imperative also, unless we are going to lag
behind other places, to make much more
widely known this State’s attractions, oppor-
tunities and advantages. In Perth we have
a tourist and publicity office maintained by
the small State of Tasmania. More recently
the States of Vietoria, New South Wales
and Queensland combined to open another
office in our midst. If it is a payable pro-
position for the Governments of the States
mentioned, who are well aware of the advan-
tages to be gained from advertising, to come
to a State which has less than seven per
eent of the population of the Commonwealth
for the purpose of making known its attrac-
tions, how much more essential is it that
Woestern Australia should open offices in
their territory and seek business from th.
other 93 per cent.? Tt seems to me very
evident that if the States that appreciate
the value of tourist trade and traffic are
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satisfied that it is a good proposition to
come here where there is only a small popu-
lation and maintain offices in prominent
positions, it is mueh more necessary that we
should go to the centres of greater popula-
tion and seek to attraet business. While
we have done liitle more than talk
about tourist business, the other States have
been encouraging and building it up as
rapidly as possible. In 3 report on com-
mercial activities of the small State of Tas-
mania issued by one of the prominent banks
a month ago, I find this—

The tourist traffie for the seasom to date
has shown a big increasc on that of previous
vears. The values of hookings at the main-
land eapital oflices of the Tasmanian Gov-
ernment Townrist Bureau over the past four
vears are here compared—

1934-35 6,794
1935-36 10,229
1936-37 13,556
1937-38 19,313

Thus there was an increase in four years
from £6,000 to £19,000, over 200 per cent.,
and there is still an upward tendency.
Tnaniries  ghow  that the value of
bookings means only the value of the
transport — rail and steamer — and what
accommodation is paid for in advance. The
aggregate tourizt expenditure would be much
greater. Perhaps that aspeet is better illus-
trated by a statement made to the “Wesi
Austrilian” recently by Mr. E. T. Emmett,
Director of the Tasmanian Tourist Depart-
ment, when he prefaced his remarks with
the words: “Tasmania’s tourist traffic is
estimated to be worth wnearly a million
pounds a year.” He went on to say:—
The Tasmanian Government regards the
tourist trade as one of its main assets.
Despite the infantile paralysis scare last year,
record tourist figures were obtained by Tas-
mania. The Government is doing everything
possible to foster the trade, not only by ex-
tending booking facilities and publicity, but
by building motor roads to resorts hitherto
inaccessible ecxeept to the hardy few who
could walk, . . .. I have been in charge of
the Tourist Burean since it was inawgurated
in 1914, The gross receipis in the first venar
amonnted to £3,000, but for the year ended
on the 30th June last they totalled £138500.
The department was opened by mvsell and
three elerks, hut now we have a staff of over
fifty.
So much for the State with the smallest area
and the least population in the Common-

wealth, A study of the activities of other
States shows similar progress. In Vietoria
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a few weeks ago the Governor's Speech, re-
ferring to past achievements, contained the
following passage:—

Substantial sums wmwade available by the
Government have been expended on the im-
provement of a number of tourist resorts,

Later, on the 3rd of the present month, the
Premier of Victoria, explaining his finaneial
Estimates, dwelt npon the necessity for doing
everything possible for the development of
tourist business. Mr. Dunstan said:—

The Government is fully aware of the im-
portance of providing for the requirements
of tourist traffie, and the desirability of em-
barking upon an active policy for the develop-
ment of tourist resorts, with a view to
making them more accessible and more at-
tractive. Legislation to enable a scheme of
development to he undertaken will therefore
bhe placed hefore you during the present
session.

Commenting on that declaration, the Mel-
hourne “Age” a couple of days later, puh-
lished the following:—

The Covernment is fully aware of the im-
portance of providing for the requirements of
the tenrvigt traffic and the dasirabilily of em-
barking upon a peliey of development of the
tourist resorts and making them morve access-
ible und more attractive and intends this
session to introduce legislation to that ead.
The legiglation will be in the form of a Bill
tn authorise the raising of a tourist loan, and
the expenditure of the money in aceordance
with plans brought forward by the Tourist
Committee of the Government.

The eomment continues :-——

Tt is intended first of all to attract the
motorists and walkers of Victoria, interstate
motorists, and increasing numbers of over-
seas tourists.

The Victorian Government, members will
note, have awakened to the valne of tourist
traffic. Members will agree that there is
need for as much pressure as possible being
applied to the Government of thiz State to
fall in line and do a great deal more than
has heen done in the past, so that our State
may Treceive some advantage. The New
South Wales and Queensland Governments
are likewise making the tourist trade quite
an important matter. From being relegated
into the eategory of small things, the tonrist
traffic has been brought to the forefront of
their programmes. Even Commonwealth
Ministers are examining the Commonwealth
territory with the same end in view. Mem-
bers will recollect that a fortnight azo the
Minister for External Affairs (Mr. W. M.
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Hughes) returned from a trip to the centre
of Australia, He is reported to have said:—
fu the interests of Australia, Central Aws-
tralia should be developed to attract tourist
trade. The tourist trade was ome of the
sreatest industries in the world to-day, and
the interior he considercd could be made o
tourists’ paradise. Qodnadatta, whieh was
only a dustheap, could be made into a lovely
place with good streets, gavdens and buill-
ings.
We have had perhaps a different idea from
that of the interior of Australia. The faet
remains that Mr. Hughes has investigated
that country and drawn a vivid pieture of
its worth. Whether it be possible or not it is
the statement of a gentleman whose experi-
enee is very great and whose knowledge is
profound. He is satisfied that tourist traffic
is one of the most important matters that
can be undertaken to-day. TWhile I am
illustrating what has been done elsewhere,
I do not want it to be thought thai I am
unmindful of the efforts of the few Western
Australians who recognise the value of the
tourist industry. I very gladly acknowledge
the efforts of the Leader of this Houze. A
little while ago T said that, with few excep-
tions, members oceupying ministevial offices
had not shown much sympathy for the
tonvist traftic. QAlr, Kitson is one of the ex-
ceptions, and I am convineed that if he had
his way much more would be accomplished
than has been done in the past. I am also
convinced that if he can have his way in the
futare, more progress will be made. T would
also pay a tribute to the untiring etforts of
Mr. Hayward, the Direetor of the Tourist
Bureauw. His is a most diflicult task. He
has heen expeeted to make a decent show-
ing—-

Hon. J. J. Holmes: He has been expected
to make bricks without straw.

Hon. W, J. MANN: That is true. Mr.
Havward has heen expected to do big things
with practieally no resources.

1 congratnlate the Premier, Mr. Willeock,
upon having sueceeded in finding the money
to erect a new Cave Honse at Yallingup.
In this effort, at least two of his predeces-
sors failed.

Hon. G. Fraser: You
bouqueis ahout to-night.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Government got
the inzuranee money from the fire.

Hon. W. F. MANN: A very small amount.
I never fail to pax a compliment when I
believe it to be justly due.

are throwing

[COUNCIL.]

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. J. MANN: And I never hesi-
tate to condemn when I believe eondemna-
tion is justly deserved. In this instance,
I am sure that Mr. Willeoek, whatever his
views may have heen in the past, has
shown considerable interest in the tourist
frade. The new Cave House promises to
be a building of exceptional beauty and will
not only be a good business proposition,
but will prove immensely popular with our
own people and with those who visit us
from other lands. When the building
is completed we shall be in a much better
position to invite visitors from overseas to
ingpect the caves, and we shall no lopger
be ashamed of what was left undone in the
past.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You have great ad-
vantages in your district.

Hon, W. J, MANN: In the past, we have
been positively ashamed to take overseas
visitors, especially those who may have
what might be termed a complex for visit-
ing caves, to Yallingup. We have hesitated
to invite them becanse we felt that after
they had visited other places, they would
he disappointed at the aceommodation pro-
vided for tourists. Afier all, we have won-
derful naturaj beauties, but many people
seem to he unmindful of their value.

I wish to make a few suggestions with
regard to Yallingup, and T want them
placed on record. I have already made
the suggestions {o the Chief Secretary,
whe administers the State hotels, but I
desire also to make them to the Govern-
ment. I refer to the landseape features
and the environs of Cave House.
Members know that the natural scenie set-
bing of that delightfnl spet is almost un-
paralleled for its beauty, but eertain work
is required to be done in laying paths and
bushland walks and in the selection of
view points. No amateors or inartistic per-
sons should be entrusted with that work.
I urge the Government, before anything
further is done, to have a complete plan
prepared of the caves reserve, with the
ohject unltimately of seeuring the hest pos-
sible pieturesque effeet and still further
adding to its attractiveness. All future
work to he undertaken could then be car-
ried out in conformity with that plan. I
am prompted to make this suggestion be-
canse [ sometimes walk through Kine's
Park and, as T look around, I become sad
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when I think of what might have been
done with that wonderful site had the lay-
ing out of the park been entrusted te some
person of vision and artisiry, and with an
appreciation of the beauiy of the area. I
am glad that in the new superintenden: or
curator of the park, Mr. Watson, a young
man whom I know, we have a person who
will do his best to make the park even
more delightful. Recently, I went through
it a comple of times and already I
can see the hand of the artistic craftsman
in the landscape work that Mr. Watson is
doing.
will be a tourist resort for all time, T
do not desire any incompetent person to
go on to the reserve with an axe and pro-
ceed to chop down trees and generally make
a mess of the place. Such a person may do
damage that could not bhe repaired in a hun-
dred years.

T would also urge the Government to
provide a road along the top of the coastal
hills extending from TYsallingup to Cape
Naturaliste. Sunech a road would provide
a delightful scenic run or a comfortable
walk. It would look down on the Indian
Ocean and on the rugged shores. If mem-
hers were te visit the district I am sure
they would he charmed with its beanty and
grandeur. The piece of coast there is won-
derful, but it is known to very few people.
At present, it is practically inacecessible.
T have discussed this matter with pro-
reinent  road  engineers who have heen
over the country, and they tell me there
are no engincering difficulties in the con-
struction of the road. The idea appeals to
me very greatly. Sustenmance Iabour could
be employed in the construetion of the
road, which would be one of our few drives
on hilltops with the ocean at its feet.

On previous oceasions I have spoken of
the attraetions Western Ausiralia has to
offer the tourist. It is not my jatention to-
night to detail them again, but I would re-
mind members that mechanical transport is
playing a tremendous part in bringing into
prominence new tourist assets. In the pro-
vince that my colleagues and T represent, we
are finding many desirable spots of which
even we, who knew the couniry very well,
were previously ignorant. From Safety Bay
right down to Nornalup quite a number of
new heaches and camping places have been
opened up which are rapidly developing inte
smali towns that will in the future become

In view of the faect that Yallinguop
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very popunlar. Our older towns are also
realising the necessity for bringing them-
selves up-to-date; and wmunicipalities and
road boards are very vigorously improving
their facilities. The same thing is going on
from Denmark and Albany to Esperance.
Thanks to the good work of the Main Roads
Commissioner, trips to parts of the
gountry devoted to fruitgrowing, dairy-
ing, sheep and cattle raising, tobaceo
crowing, forests, as well as to the
cgreat asset we have in our caves, can
now be made with the minimum of effort
and with a great deal of enjoyment. These
are inland places, hut they all have a special
eharm. I could say the same of the Mid-
lands and the North, the great wheat helt,
and certainly of our world-famous goldfields.
ATl these portions of the State have an ap-
peal of their own, particularly to those whose
lives are spent in the crowded eities of other
lands., Everywhere In this Stale, which
covers & thivd of the eontinent, we find some-
thing different, something of interest to
people who delight in travel. All these places
arc now accessible, eilher by frain, boeat,
motor ear or aerial service. The Govern-
ment should rise to the oceasion and do
everything possible to strengthen the appeal
which these tourist areas already have. and
should distribute as much literature as
possible to advertise them. 1 wish o eon-
gratulate the producers of two excellent
publications recently issned in Perth, along
the Yines of which T have heen speaking. T
dare say each member has been provided
with a publication known as “Glorious
Western Australia.” This was printed by
F. Daniels Ltd., of Perth. I am informed
it was supplied to the Tourist Department
at no cost other than that of an advertise-
ment, the loan of photographs and blocks,
and the assistance of Mr. Hayward and bhis
staff. It is one of the outstanding publica-
tions that has been issned for years by any
State. T am in the habit of collecting good
printing matter, and have quite a number of
publications eovering different States. T
defy anvone to produee anything betfer than
“(lorious Western Australia.” T have also
a second publication. I refer to “Spring-
time in Western Australia” This romes
from the Government Printer, and is also of
oufstanding merit. I congratulate that office
on this effort. It is the tvpe of thing
we want. If large numbers of these bro-



vhures could he ecireulated throughout the
Commonwealth and made available on
steamers, and wherever tourists vesort, I
am s=atisfied that the return would he worth
while.

Hon, G. Fraser: The pieture on the cover
ought to attract tourists.

Hou. W. J. MANN: Yes. I understand
the original of the cover is a copy of a pos-
ter supplied by the Australian National
Travel Association. To that organisation we
are indebted for a very charming poster.
Some figures I am going to quote will give
members an idea of the immensity of the
tourist business in one country. Kurope,
which, I suppose, has by far the greatest
amount of tourist traffie, is the scene of
the expenditure of huge sums of money
by tourists, but at present some of the
frontiers are closed, so T am taking Ame-
riean figures as an illustration. My
authority is the Burean of Foreign and
Damestic Commerce of the United States.
[ want members to grasp the immensity
of the husiness in that country. It is esti-
mated that more than 350,000,000 persons
took trips of some sort in 1035, Here are
some astounding figures—

Transatlantic passages hetween Fuarope and
the ports of Canada and the United States
totalled 394,685 compared with 371044 in
1934,  The major portion of the increase was
in west-hound passengers.  There amounted
to 258396, a gain of 14.311 over the 1934
fizure of 243.8%3. Passengers travelling from
American ports to Furope :lso showed some
gain, amounting te 248143, an inerease of
8,650 over the 228512 passengers earthound
in the previows year. Tie total travel il for
1935 was estimated at 9.000,000,000 dollars.
of whicll approximately 5,350,000,000 dollars
wias spent in foreign travel,

The number of people who travel by ear, air-
lines, ete., is also given. Members should
bear in mind that 5,350,000,000 dollars has
been spent in one year by the people of one
country in forcign travel. If this figure is
rednced to sterling we get a sum of
approximately  £1,100,000,000, The figure
is almost too large to appreciate. The
revenue of the (lovernment of this Stale
for last vear was £10,819,042, The total
amount of monev spent by the people of
the United States in one vear on travelling
in foreign countries is therefore equivalent
to nearly one hundred tirnes the revenue of
this State for last year. It is the duty of
the Government to endeavour to have some

[COUXCIL.]

of this money hrought here. Every 12
menths the equivalent of at least that
amount of money will be expended some-
where amongst some people. We should
urge the CGiovernment with all the forece
we ean to realise what is abead of a
country possessing the attractions Western
Australia has, and to make a determined
effort to participate in this hnge ountlay. I
am not ahle to give the figures of Continen-
tal countries, for most of them are incom-
plate. If the amount spent on foreign travel
in Europe alone were added to the American
figures, I am sure the fotal would be even
more staggering. If we who are entrusted
with the development and advanecement of
this eountry do not carry out this suggestion,
we can jusily be accused of falling down on
the job. The business of improving our
publicity on behalf of this State could be
taken up progressively. We do not expect
the Government to set out upon a huge eam-
paign all at once, but we do saggest that
the Government should transfer this ques-
tion from one of minor significance to one
of major importance and aet accordingly.
I also wish to quote from an Easfern States
newspaper which, a few days ago, sn-
nounced the arrival of a steamer travelling
between the United States and Awustralia.
My entting is from the Melbourne ‘‘ Age’’
of the 13th Auwgust, There is a donble
column  heading, ‘‘American Liner Ar-
rives,’’ “‘Inereasing Tourist Trade.”’ The
article says—

The arrival vesterdaxy of the liner ¢ Mari-
posa.’? with over 200 passengers and tourists
from the United States, promises a flourish-
ing tourist senson. The general opinion is
that with the return to better business con-
ditions, Americans, who have learnt mueh
more of Australin in the last few years, will
come o Australia in greator numbers than
ever hefore. The prospeets of the Americnn
tourist traffic were dealt with hy Mr, D. )L
Dow, official secretary for Australia in
TUnited States for 14 vears, who thinks fhat
Amerieans have largely exploited FEurope and
the Fast as tonrist resorts, and are looking
increasingly towards Australia. *‘The Ameri-
can  tourist iz fastidious,’’ sawd Mr. Dow.
““He has been spoilt by American hotels. e
goces ont of the city in Ameriea, and in even
small places he finds such excellent facilities at
hotels and eating houses that when he visits an
Australian country hotel he sometimes geta
a bad impression. Even so. Americans,
eapeeially these who have been to Furope,
like Australia because they find the charaeter

and speech of the people are so similar to those
of their own country.’’
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Mr. Dow is of opinion that Australia must
eater more for Ameriean tourists. *‘They
have come a long way,’’ he said, ‘“ard if
they are sobjected to discomfort they will
not bhe so keen when telling their friends
aliout the country. Apart from this improve-
ment, Australia wants nothing else. 1 know
a man whoe hag come all the way from Brook-
Iyn just to see a kookaburra. Australia has
scenie attractions and fauna, in particular
koalas, which send Americans crazy with ex-

vitement, Becanse of the work of the
National Travel .Association, many more
hundreds of Americans are going te come

here.”!

Apropos of this, members may recollect that
Mr. Dow was formerly Secretary to the
Prime Minister of Australia. He was after-
wards sent to New York as Official Secre-
fary for Australia in the United States. I
had the pleasure of meeting him on several
occasions before he left Australia, and again
when I was in New York and saw some-
thing of the ramifications of his work. Mr.
Dow happened to return to Australia on the
“Mariposa,” and fhat is how he came to be
interviewed. Those are the remarks of a
much-travelled gentleman who knows the
Continent well and who, after 14 wears’ ox-
perience in the heart of the United States
of America, knows the desirves and wishes
of tourists and something also of their ex-
penditore. He tells us we must get to work
and secure some of this tourist business, [
hope the Government will realise that this
business is somewhat different from other
classcs of business. As T have mentioned
on previous oecasions, it is the only thing
we ¢an sell and still have. We can keep on
selling our tourist attractions year in and
yvear out, and they never diminish. I hope
the Chief Secretary will impress on Cabinet
the necossity for exerting greater efforts to
secure tourist fraffie, and that as a resnlt
of those efforts, we shall be able to gain
some of the advantages. I smpport the
motion.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [9.21]: Tn the
few remarks I propose to make I shall be
fairly brief. I wish to offer my congratula-
tions to you, Sir, and also to the members
newly elected to this Honse. I also join in
the expression of sympathy extended to the
families of bereaved members. I have fur-
ther to express regret at the passing of one
of my ecollesgues from this Chamber. That,
however, does not diminish the warmih of
my welcome to new members, and I trust
that during the years they are with ns, any-
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thing in the shape of industrial legislation
introduced by members on this side of the
House will receive their support.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: There are no sides
in this House.

Hon. G. FRASER: I congratulate the
member who made his maiden speech this
afterncon. While congratulating him, how-
ever, I must express surprise that he had
not been informed by members on the other
side of the Chawmber that this is a non-party
House. If he had been so informed, he
would not have made some of the remarks
that fell from him in criticism of the Gov-
ernment, partieularly about political advan-
tages and matters of that kind. However,
I believe that he will reccive the nceessary
instruction and that the offence will not be
repeated. While I do not propose to speak
of wheat and wool, some primary produc-
tion is carried on in my electorate,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You would not have
an electorate but for wheat and wool.

Hon. G. FRASER: T was abount to point
out that members on this side of the House
have always heen excoptionally sympathetic
to legislation designed to help the man on
the land.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Why members bn
“this side” of the House?

Hon. G. FRASER : Members of the same
political faith as myself on all occasions
have done everything possible to help the
man on the land. We are not concerned
whether the perzon we are endeavouring to
assist is a man who works for wages or tills
the land. So long as he is & worker we are
prepared to do our best to assist him. We
have helped him in the past, and we will
help him in the fature. In my clectorate
there are some primary producers who, in
common with other primary producers, are
having a rough spin. Later on I expect to
sponsor a Bill designed to improve the con-
ditions of those people, and it will be a test
of the sincerity of Country Party members
as to what assistance they are prepared to
give men who eke out a living by tilling the
land. I shall not deal with the matter fur-
ther than to say that a Bill of the kind will
be brought before ws, and I trust will receive
sympathetie consideration.

Throughout this debate I have been sur-
prised at the mildness of the eriticism
lavelled at the Government for its actions
during the past few years. 1 cannot sup-
press my surprise, particularly in view of
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the approach of the elections for another
place.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We do not trouble
about them.

Hon. G. FRASER: This being a non-
party House, I suppose we need not trouble
ahout them. I have been surprised that the
comments of members against the adminis-
tration have not been more caustic. That
merely goes to show that menrbers here are
taxed to find something for which they can
criticise the Government. Generally Mr.
Holmes is very caustic in his eriticism, but
on this oceassion he could not even find the
nigger in the wood-pile. Evidently that
nigger has disappeared sinece the Native
Administration Act eame into force. To me
it iz pleasing that the Government, in six
years of office, has put up a performance
provoeative of so little eriticism. Unfortun-
ately for those members who have indulged
in criticism, their remarks, generally speak-
ing, ean be adequately answered, and their
attacks have thus proved futile. Most of
the attacks made during this debate have
been based on unemployment, which matter
was mentioned at least twice today. I am
not yet satisfied with the unemployment posi-
tion and will not be satisfied until such time
as every person in the State is enjoying full-
time employment. Still, I give the Govern-
ment eredit for the vast improvement it has
wronght in this direetion.

I was astounded this evening to hear one
member blasme the Government for the posi-
tion of the unemployed and particularly for
lack of sympathy displayed towards those
people. What astounded me was that
the hon. member could make sueh remarks.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You said just now
that there had been no criticism.

Hon. G. FRASER: I said there had been
very little eriticism and that that little could
be easily answered. I was saying that one
hon. member’s criticism astounded me, and
especially was that so in view of the faet
that I cannot recollect having heard any
protest from him against the previous
Administration when conditions in one of
his own towns had reached such a pass that
soup kitchens had to be introduced. He
would criticise the Government that had so
vastly jmproved the condition of the un-
rmployed, but hecause he was of the same
political leanings as the previous Adminis-
tration, he made no protest against the con-
ditions that then prevailed.

[COUNCIL.]

What improvements have heen effected?
Mr. Dimmitt stated this afternoon that 6,500
men were still unemployed. That statement
is quite incorrect; there are mot 6,500 men
still unemployed. The truth is that
there are about 6,500 men still being
assisted by the Government in that they are
receiving ration tickets or ave employed on
Government relief work, which is ar entirely
different matter from having 6,500 men un-
ployed. The scheme of Government relief
works operated by the present Government
differs entirely from that adopted by the
previous Administration. At that time there
were something like 17,000 unemployed.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: There was no
depression at the time, was there$

Hopn. G. FRASER; Those 17,000 men
were mostly on ration tickets, and those who
were not on ration tickets were Joaned to
local authorities and largely were doing
nothing better than pulling grass off the
footpaths. Even those men were not em-
ployed at the hasie wage rate, but thev were
given an amount equivalent to the value of
the rations they conld draw. But conditious
have greatly improved,

Hon. H. S, W. Parker: To the exteat of
over a million.

Hon, G. FRASER : At present only about
G00 men are drawing ration tickets, and the
remainder of the 6,500 are employed on
ordinary work of the departments. Cer-
tainly their work is styled Governmeni re-
lief work, and the men are picked up from
the State Labour Bureau, but it is the ordin-
ary work of the departments. For in-
stance, unemployed are engaged on work
for the railways doing the ordinary track
work, such as regrading, but they are still
classed in the Speech as being on Govern-
ment relief work. Similarly with the Main
Roads Board; perhaps 1,000 or 2,000 of the
6,500 men are to-day engaged on main road
work in the country districts. Some of the
6,500 men are employed on sewerage work
in the metropolitan avea, but they are still
ineluded in the number of men on Govern-
ment relief work. What I wish to stress is
that those men are not on ration tickets and
they are not unemployed. They are engaged
in work of the departments, many of them
full-time, according to their responsibilities.
A man with a wife and three children is
classed as a 33s. man, and there are 42s. and
49s. men, according to their responsibhilities.
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Those men having started on a job remain
until the work is finished, which may be a
matter of six months or nine months. and
they carn at least the basic wage.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Do you expect a
woman and four children to live on about
16s. a week?

Hon. G. FRASER: T will deal with that
point later. Those men who are now en-
gaged on full-time work are included in the
6,500 men who Mr. Dimmitt tells us are un.
employed. As I have pointed out, they are
doing railway, sewerage, road and other
work customarily done by the working men
of this State for Government departments.
Many of them are employed full-time: only
those whose responsibilities class them be-
low the 35s. men are not receiving full-
time. Yet we have criticism of a Govern-
ment that lifted the benefits received by such
men from rations for 17,000 te the point
when a majority are employed fuil-time
earning the wage ordinarily paid in the in-
dustry, which is not less than the basic wage.
Such eriticism of the Government is based
ou an under-estimate of the trnth for the
purpose of making polilical capital.

Hon. E. H. 1. Hall: Tell us how the
Government has been able to do that9

Hon. G. FRASER : I am telling the House
what is happening.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: The Government has
had an additional income of £3,000,000.

Hon. G. FRASER: And the Government
has spent it wisely. Yet the hon. member
says that there are 6,500 men out of work.
Nothing of the kind.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: I did not say that.

Hon. G. FRASER: We were told that
there were 6,500 men unemployed.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: No, on relief work,
which is true.

Hon. G. FRASER: No, unemployed. All
except about 600 of them are in work, the
majority of them being in full-time work.

Criticism came also from Mr. Wittenoom,
who complained about work not being done
in the country. He said that all the work
was being performed in the metrepolitan
area.  Those of us that represent metro-
politan Provinces are complaining that not
enough work is being done in the metro-
politan area. An examination of the figures
shows that of the 6,000 men employed on
Government relief work, about 75 per cent.
are engaged in the country.

Hon. H. Tuckey: So they ought to be.
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Hon, (i. FRASER: Yet we find country
members  complaining.  What do  they
want? Do they want the whole hundred
per cent. to be emploved in the country?
All that is needed is a fair deal and fair
critieism, but eriticism of that deseription
is neither fair nor just and no politieal
capital can be made out of it because the
people concerned know the true position.
They know, too, the bad eonditions to which
they were subjected by a previous Adininis-
tration.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: Be fair yourself.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon, G. FRASER: They are aware also
of the improvements made by the preseut
administration. Criticism of the kind I
have mentioned does not ¢ut much ice, be-
cause the true position is known fo those
concerned, I join with Mr, E. H. H. Hall in
requesting the Government to consider the
position of widows and children of this
State. [ agree with him that the amount
of 9s. per week given to each of these
people is too small for their maintenance,
and I implore the Government to give care-
ful consideration to cases of thal kind. We
should realise that a widow who de-
sires to look after her family properly finds
it impossible to undertake outside work.
Tt would pay the Governmenit to inerease
the allowance to widows so that they might
remain at home and give their children a
proper upbringing. We cannot wonder if
children go wrong when the mother is
foreced to take outside employment and is
thus unable to give her youngsters the care
they need. I therefore urge the Govern-
ment to inerease the amount of the allow-
ance, although I am well aware that ours is
the highest sum paid anywhere in Aus-
tralia.

The Chief Seeretary: Is that not a Com-
monwealth responsibility ¢

Hon. G. FRASER: It should be a Com-
monwealth responsibility, but the Commnn-
wealth Government shelves its responsi-
bility in that direction as it shelves its
responsibility in other directions, and the
duty of caring for these people thus de-
volves upon the State. T hope some inerease
will be made availahle by the Government
to these women. A woman who has one or
two children and consenuently receives only
18s. to 27s. a week. ont of which she has
to pay rent and maintain her family, finds
it difficult to make ends meet. I am aware
of the financial position and of the de-
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mands made upon the Government, but [
hope that if possible greater payments will
be made to these people. In my district a
good deal of unoeceupied land is available.

Hon. T. Moore: Is that the Peel Estatef

Hon. G. FRASER: No, the distriet does
not quite embrace the Peel Estate. It is
much closer to Fremantle. I am referring
to the area around Bibra Lake. In that
area a number of homes conld be built. In
Fremantle I suppose we bhave a greater
number of easual workers than has auy
other part of the metropolitan area. If the
Government were to tackle the question
serionsly I think it would be found possible
to build homes for those men on the land
I have mentioned and te give them two-
acre blocks. The Workers' Homes Board
or some other housing trust eould cperate
theve and those easual workers, who arve
essential to the maintenance of eertain in-
dustries in the State, could be provided, at
a very lew cost, with small seleetions upon
which they could have their own homes and
grow produce and thus assist to rear their
families. On those selections they could pro-
fitably spend the periods when work in their
particular industry happens to be slack.
Such casnal workers are necessary, but it is
regrettable that during slack times they
should have to fall back on the Government
for assistance. If the Goverbment were to
do something along the lines I have sug-
gested the money would be well spent. The
Government would not be called upon to foot
the whole bill because the men so assisted
would be able to work on their allotments
during their perieds of enforced idleness and
aceordingly would not require so mueh
assistanee from the Government.

Member: Is the land cheap?

Hon. G. FRASER: The land is cheap and
accessible to Fremantle. Tt is within two or
thrae miles of the eity. The loecality is suit-
able in every way and not only would the
adoption of the scheme I have suggested be
of benefit to the Government by way of re-
lieving it of expenditure in the provision of
relief work for these men, but it wounld also
be of great importance to the individuals
thenselves. To-day those men are unable to
ohtain their own homes, but if houses were
crected as T have proposed, they would be
able by casy payments gradually to make
the homes their own. They would have a
greater interest in the buildings bhecause they
would be purchasing them with money which

[COUNCIL.]

they are now paying in rent. I hope the
Government will consider cstablishing a
closer settlement scheme in that area. If it
does, it will be well recompensed.

I hope that during the session some of the
industrial legislation mentioned in the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech will find its way on to
the statute-book. I partieularly hope the
Fair Rents Bill will be passed. I should like
members who are not too familiar with what
is ocenrring in the metropolitan area to
make a few inquiries, before the measure is
introduced, with a view to aseertaining for
themselves the conditions that exist. The
chief eomplaints are made in respeet of
those houses for which a rental of up to 25s.
a weck is charged. People are foreed to take
those houses and to pay a rent far in excess
of the real value of the property. That is
a phase of the matter to which consideration
should be given by Mr. E. H. H. Hall when
he speaks of granting additional assistance
to widows. Most of those women are rent-
ing homes of the cheaper type and the usual
procedure is that when extra payments are
made to them there is a demand for addi-
tional rent. Some safeguard in the way of
a Fair Rents Bill is therefore needed to pro-
teet them from exploitation should the Gov-
ernment decide to give them further assist-
ance.

Much has been said abouf the basie
wage adjustment. Of eourse no ome can
eavil at the increase, which was arrived at by
the figures which the court had before it. As
the index figures rise and fall, so does the
basiec wage increase and decrease. When a
rise takes place, however, there is always a
certain amount of protest about the unem-
ployment that is said to be caused by it
T will admit that quite & number of indus-
tries are not in a position to pass on the
extra charges and that may result in unem-
ployment in those industries. An increase
in the basie wage should, however, make for
increased employment in many other indus-
tries, hecanse there is a greater amount of
money in ecirenlation and a larger turnover
is evident in most of the retail stores. On
account of the increased turnover there is
increased activity in the industries supply-
ing those stores and extra employment re-
snlts. T am pleased that the basic wage has
heen raised to the standard that the index
figures indicated was required, but it is time
consideration was given to the question of
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affording an assuranec to those obtaining
the rise in wages that they will enjoy the
benefit of the increase. The only way that
can be done is by the introduetion of a price-
fixing measure. What happens to-day is
that immediately an inerease oceurs it is
followed by a rise in the eost of living, and
that rise persists until there iz a forther
adjustment of the basic wage, Between the
two adjustments the worker is that mueh be-

hind. An inerease is granted to-day
and =2 rise in prices takes place to-
morrow. It may he three months hefore

a farther inerease is granted and dur-
ing that period the worker is not re-
ceiving the amount that he shonld receive
according to the index figure. In three
months’ time he obtains a rise that he should
have had a month or six weeks previously.
Until something is done to control prices,
that position will reecur. The introduction of
some such measure would tend to stabilise
prices and the basic wage. It sounnds
much better to say that a man is receiving
£1 rather than £3 15s., but if he is obtain-
inz only £3 15s, worth of goods for his £4,
he is no better off. A measure such as 1
have suggested would stabilise the wage at
£3 10s., £3 15s. or £4 or at whatever other
figure might be decided. The amount would
not matter. So long as the worker obtained
value for his money he wonld he quite
satisfied.

No speech on the Address-in-reply debate
woud be compete unless some reference were
made to the question of starting-price bet-
ting. JMost speakers have menfioned this
matter and I wish to say something about it
alzo. T do not know the reason for it,
but T generally seem to bhe taking an
opposite view to that of most other mem-
bers in‘this Chamber. I am in that position
now. It has heen said that something
should he done to suppress slarting-price
beiting. but members making that snggestion
know very well that the people of Australia
will zamble.  The general idea of members is
that if people want to bet theve is one place
where they <hould bet and that is on the race-
course. The desire of such members ap-
prars to he fo drive all who wish to bet on
to the racecourse. Let us assume that this
Chamber passed legislation that elosed all
starting-price  betting shop= in the State.
What wonld happen’ It jeople wanted to
bet. they would have to go o the racecourse.
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This sport is ealled the sport of kings and
there is no doubt that that is a correct desig-
nation when one considers the price charged
for admission to racecourses. vidently it
ig thought that those who participate in thi:
sport are all kings, but it iz heyond the
means of the average individual to indulge
in the sport because of the high cost.

Hon, B, H. H. Halt: You and I have met
there often, have we nof?

Hon. G. FTRASER: When a person de-
eides to go to the races, there is an unholy
combination of the Government, racecounrse
officials, horse owners and trainers, and
others to fleece that person. He goes to the
railway station and asks for a ticket to the
ecourse, The usunal fare is 64, but be-
cause that person is going to the races he is
usuzlly charged 1s. 9d. At the racecourse
gates he is asked for an admission fee, some-
times of 7s. 6d., but generally of 10s. or 12s.
That is merely to enfer the racecomrse. If
he wants to go to another part of the race-
course, there is another half-crown to pay.
If he wants to buy a peneil to make a note
of his transaclions, he bas fo pay 3d. for a
half-penny pencil. And so the thing goes
on right through the afterncon. Suppose he
deeides to have a 5s. bet on the tote. Again
the combination of Government and race-
course officials comes in. The CGovernment
says, “We require payment of a tax of 13
per cent. ont of that 5s.” The racing club
works out the amouat to be distributed, and
if the amount happens to come to an odd
elevenpence the club says, “We will have the
11d., and you can have the 5s” The clubs
retain all fractions over the shilling. A eup
of tea on the racecourse costs two or three
times as much as a cup of tea in town. And
so it is right through the piece. Charges
are at least doubled to the person who visits
a racecourse., Yet hon. members are pre-
parcd to take action to drive everybody who
wants a Let to the racecouvse, whore he wili
he flecced. And that is withont taking inie
account the betting phase. T have dealt only
with zetunal eharges of which the larcest ones
eannot be escaped. I leave aside the ques-
nion of hetting, because that is a matter for
the individnal himself.

Some hon. members deery starting-price
betting shops while thev themselves are mem-
bers of racing clubs, whether proprietary or
non-proprictary does not matter. They ery
cut that the law should be put into opera-
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tion and betting shops closed; yet some of
them are members of clubs which not only
permit the law of the land to be broken but
charge a premium for permitting that to be
done.  The only legal form of hetting in this
Btate 1s the totalisator.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Have you read the
West Australian Turf Club by-laws?

Hon, G. FRASER : Those by-laws are not
superior to the laws of the land, and I am
dealing with the Iaws of the land. This
shows how consistent those hon. members are
when they declare ibat they want the laws
of the land enforced. They belong to eclubs
which break the laws of the land, clubs which
charge certain persons large sums of money
for permission te break the laws on club
premises.

Hon, H. S. W. Parker: But they do not
aceept their hospitality; they pay for it.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am showing the
hon. member how inconsistent his attitude is.
1 refer to the flonting of the law. Some
members of this House are members of such
clubs, and people who live in glass houses
should not throw stones. That is the true
position. In spite of any excuses made, that
is the state of affairs with regard to betting
in Western Australia.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Do yon say the present
position should continue?

Hon. G. FRASER: Nothing of the kind.
But I do not say I will support legislation
providing that anybedy who wants to bet
must go to a racecourse for that purpose. T
am prepared to give every person in Western
Anstralia the opportunity to go to a foot-
ball mateh or, if he so desires, to invest
on a race. I ask hon. members who object
to that attitude and who belong to clubs
which flout the laws of the land, whether
they are not aiding in the doing of
the very thing they want to prevent others
from doing. I realise that in view of the
present position something has to be done;
but I believe that if a referendum of the
people of Western Ausiralia were taken
on the question of hetting, theve is no doubt
what their decision would bhe. I held no
hrief for the starting-price bookmaker. I
only want to see a fair thing done by the
people of the IState. We are told that
atlendances at race meetings have fallen off
because of the operations of starting-price
hookmakers. If that is so, why have the
attendances at football increased by 60,000
in a period of two years? Thirty thousand
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more people enjoyed foothall matches last
year than in the previous year, and there
has been a similar inerease this year. One
objection to starting-price hetting, that it
lowers the morale of our young people, will
not bear investigation. I understand there:
is a proposal to introduce legislation pro-
hibiting betting. But in New South Wales
and Vietoria, where anti-hetting laws exist,
one can geft a bet just as one ¢an in West-
ern Australia. Vietoria permits no start-
ing-priee betting, and that is the reason why
men, like the buteher or ihe baker, go around
to take hets. Queensland also has anti-
betting legislation, but betting goes on there
just the same as it goes on here, and as it
would go on here despite any anti-betting
legislation. Betting is one of the things that
seems impossible fo stop, even if we wanted,
to stop it. These are just a few questions
I desired to bring under the notice of mem-
bers. I trost that the legislation which is.
coming forward this session, particularly
that of an industrial nature, will receive the
approval of members of this House, and
that we shall bhe able to record a further step-
in the progress of the industrial laws of’
Western Austraha.

On motion by Hen. E. M. Heenan, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.11 p.m.



